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PARTNERSHIPS: AT THE HEART OF OUR SCHOOL
The Withington Girls’ School community continues to be very 
proud of our Projects and Partnerships work within our local 
community, and beyond. Our commitment to Partnerships is 
so fundamental to us as a school that it is embedded in our 
ethos and is one of our three school aims, ‘To support a diverse, 
inclusive and open-minded school community and to work in 
partnership with local, national and international organisations 
for the benefit of our pupils’. We were delighted that this was 
recognised by the ISI inspectors in their 2025 Inspection report 
which commented on our pupils taking ‘ownership of their 
contributions to wider society’. 

We have a strong track record of delivering programmes that 
benefit both our own school community, the wider community 
and children attending maintained schools. Ever mindful of our 
place in the global community, we are happy to be entering our 
21st year of working together with our friends and colleagues in 
The Gambia. The main example of our Educational Partnership 
programmes continues to be our hugely successful Withington 
SHiNE Together Saturday morning classes for boys and girls 
in years 5 and 6 in a range of subjects, as well as our Science 
Communicators programme and Classics lessons. Numerous 
staff also continue to occupy Governorship positions offering 
their expertise to both maintained primary and secondary 
schools across Greater Manchester

We remain extremely proud of the continued success of our 
Manchester Sings programme which involves extensive musical 
work with six primary schools. Our Partnership programme 
however extends far beyond our involvement with younger 
pupils. This year we have again welcomed the opportunity to 
work with pupils at Manchester Academy on a Science project 
and are looking forward to deepening these links with a library 
project next year. Moving away from working with school 
children, our Partnership programme also includes developing 
relationships with local senior citizens who enjoy the school’s 
hospitality and music at Christmas time. 

Withington has maintained strong links with The University of 
Manchester and their teacher training programme over many 
years, and we continue to support our new colleagues as they 
begin their teaching careers. 

All girls from across the Junior and Senior School are involved 
in raising money for their chosen charities; the amount last 
academic year reaching an astounding £44,270. Our active Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award programme at school saw over 150 girls 
contribute 2,561 hours in various volunteering roles between 
April 2024 and March 2025. 

Our commitment to help those around us extends all year 
round with our food collections for Fallowfield and Withington 
Foodbank and Emmeline’s Pantry as well as extensive individual 
fundraising ventures and volunteering by both staff and pupils 
for various appeals and charities.

The Art Ambassadors programme run by Art pupils in Year 12 
in conjunction with pupils from Old Moat Primary School has 
had a very successful second year and our Junior School have 
linked together again on a range of events and activities with 
Arden Primary School and St Peter’s Hazel Grove. We aim to both 
sustain current partnerships and develop new projects and we 
welcomed the opportunity to launch a new venture this year 
by sending a team of Sixth form students to St Kentigern’s RC 
Primary School to deliver an assembly on Black History Month. 
We hope to continue to deliver a series of assemblies there over 
the next academic year. 

We continue to audit and assess the impact of our Partnership 
work yearly and the results of the 2024-2025 audit are featured 
in the document that follows. This information is also shared 
on the Schools Together website which celebrates Partnerships 
across a range of schools and provides more detail on each of 
our Partnerships.

We hope that you enjoy reading about some of our activities 
over the past year. 

MRS C EDGE 
PARTNERSHIPS COORDINATOR

MRS J STOCKTON 
ASSISTANT PARTNERSHIPS COORDINATOR
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HOW WE AUDIT OUR PARTNERSHIP WORK AT WGS
In reviewing the responses from staff about their Partnership 
work, it was clear that our activities could be grouped into one 
of four categories:

• �Delivering classes for children from maintained schools

• �Providing support, including governance, and sharing 
resources with children/teachers from maintained schools

• �Supporting community initiatives

• �Supporting a developing country

This table shows that Withington staff and pupils spent 
approximately 24, 435 hours on a wide range of Partnership 

activities last year. These activities benefited well in excess of 
13, 619 people, including children from maintained schools.

 A SUMMARY OF THE RESPONSES WGS PUPIL
AND STAFF HOURS

PEOPLE 
BENEFITING

Delivering classes for children from maintained schools 1,441 853

Providing support and sharing resources with children from maintained schools 608 5,497

Supporting community initiatives 17,386 +5,769

Supporting a developing country 5,000 +1,500

TOTAL +24,435 ++13,619
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DELIVERING CLASSES FOR MAINTAINED SCHOOL PUPILS: 
LEARNING TOGETHER
The audit shows that classes taught between September 2024 
and July 2025 benefited over 853 children from a range of 
maintained schools across Greater Manchester.

SHiNE Together, our education programme for local pupils 
from maintained primary schools which has been run by 
the school on Saturday mornings for 17 years, went ahead 
successfully this year. 65 boys and girls from 16 maintained 
primary schools attended five weeks of SHiNE Together courses 
in Computing, Creative Minds, Science, Take to the Stage and 
Maker’s Masterclass. Feedback from parents and pupils alike 
has been outstanding and you can read our full Impact Report 
on the school website. 48 students from Year 11 and Year 12 
volunteered this year to assist staff in running these sessions, 
gaining leadership and other practical skills along the way. 

This is the tenth year that Withington’s Latin department 
has been in Partnership with Mauldeth Road Primary School 
delivering Latin lessons in a fun and entertaining way to 
year 5 pupils, and it seems like this cohort of children have 
particularly enjoyed their studies. 

Withington Sixth Form pupils have delivered sessions over six 
weeks. The lessons introduced younger pupils to vocabulary, 
grammar and mythological stories. It has been rewarding to 
see how our pupils’ natural teaching skills developed over 
the weeks, and we are grateful to them for giving up their 
lunchtimes to participate in this successful programme.

Science Communicators has been running at Withington 
since 2017. A team of Year 12 students delivered a captivating, 
interactive and accessible science show, to 200 pupils from St 
Kentigern’s, Manchester Academy and our own Junior School. 
The project aims to spark curiosity, encourage creativity, and 
inspire a lasting interest in Science for younger pupils. In 
putting the show together our students developed key skills 
such as team work, communication, leadership, public speaking, 
organisation and the ability to meet deadlines. 

Our successful partnership with Wilhelm-Raabe-Schule in 
Lüneburg continues to thrive. All students studying German 
in Years 9 to 13 have been paired with a German e-friend 
from the school, and they’ve greatly enjoyed practising their 
language skills while learning about everyday life in Germany. 
This September, we’re looking forward to welcoming a group 
of students and their teachers from Lüneburg to Manchester. 
During their visit, they’ll spend time at our school with their 
e-friends and explore the local area. Our students will make a 
return visit to Lüneburg, in Easter 2026.

A new venture last year was an Art partnership with our 
long-established partner school, Old Moat Primary. Our 12 
Art students have delivered 3 sessions to 210 pupils from 
Reception to Year 5 where they have helped with sewing, and 
assisted with projects such as pop art car painting, Roman pots 
tonal drawing and animal drawings based on cave paintings. 

As part of Black History Month, Year 12 and 13 students visited 
St Kentigern’s Primary School to deliver a whole school 
assembly. The students planned the assembly to be interactive 
and engaging for a primary audience whilst also teaching them 
about black role models from the past and present. There was 
time for questions and to meet the school dog at the end of 
the assembly! The head thanked our students for speaking 
with such confidence and warmth and we hope to continue this 
partnership in the next academic year.

“I enjoyed learning that strawberries have their own DNA.”

“�SHiNE Together is a truly outstanding programme. 
The sessions were energetic, well-structured and 
specifically tailored for young students to grasp 
complex concepts with ease.”

“Thank you for teaching us Latin. It was the best!”

“You were great Latin teachers and I’ve learnt a lot”

“�We are really grateful for the support from the WGS 
Art Ambassadors. Quite apart from the practical help 
the project offers us in terms of extra hands for a busy 
session, the girls bring inspiration. Our pupils are wowed 
when they see work the girls have already produced, 
and love watching them demonstrate their skills in real 
time. Not all primary school teachers are art experts and 
it gives us a real boost to have older pupil experts in the 
room.”
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DELIVERING CLASSES FOR MAINTAINED SCHOOL PUPILS: 
LEARNING TOGETHER

WGS STAFF  
& PUPIL HOURS

NUMBERS OF 
PUPILS BENEFITING

Science Communicators Programme 300 200

SHiNE Together 521 113

Latin Lessons at Mauldeth Road Primary School 58 60

Art Ambassadors 40 210

Partnership with Wilhelm-Raabe-Schule 500 120

St Kentigern’s assembly delivery 22 150

TOTAL +1,441 +853



W I T H I N G T O N  G I R L S ’  S C H O O L 	 P R O J E C T S  &  P A R T N E R S H I P S

SHARING OUR STRENGTHS
Departments across the school are actively involved in providing 
support and/or sharing resources with children from maintained 
schools. This represents approximately 608 hours of staff time. 

Our estimate is that this level of support benefits upward of 
5,497maintained school pupils. 

• �Our Head of ICT shares resources and is 
actively involved in collaborating with 
maintained schools through online groups 
including Computing at Schools (CAS) and the 
AQA Computer Science Facebook group.

• �A member of staff from the Languages 
department is also on the committee for the 
Association of Language Learners alongside 40 
other teachers. Membership of this committee 
benefits many hundreds of pupils learning a 
foreign language across a range of schools. 

• �We have for many years supported The 
University of Manchester with its Initial 
Teacher Training programme. This year the 
school took two trainee teachers over the 
course of the year. Subject mentors observe a 
lesson every week and have a weekly meeting 
with their trainee as well as being available 
at other times for informal guidance; the 
professional mentor has a weekly professional 
studies session with the trainees and observes 
at least one lesson per placement. It is difficult 
to measure the impact on maintained school 
pupils in this area as we do not always know 
which of our teacher trainees pursue a career 
in the maintained sector.

• �We also have numerous members of staff who 
fulfil a governance role at maintained schools, 
both primary and secondary, across Greater 
Manchester. Our staff share their teaching, 
leadership, financial and safeguarding 
expertise and support thousands of children 
who attend these schools in the process. 

• �Withington was again able to host The Bursary 
Foundation Summer School over four days this 
Summer. The Bursary Foundation, founded by 
alumna Jenny Hopkinson (class of 2005), is a 
catalyst for social mobility and supports able 
pupils from disadvantaged areas to prepare 
for entrance examinations at selective schools. 
These pupils had group tutorial sessions, sat 
mock examinations and one of our Bursary 
ambassadors from the Sixth Form spoke to 
them about what life is like at an independent 
school such as Withington Girls’ School. 

• �In June we hosted and organised a Model 
United Nations conference, WIMUN, which 
saw pupils from 7 different state schools join 
with pupils from independent schools from 
across the North West to participate in a day of 
debate and competition. 

WGS 
STAFF HOURS

NUMBERS OF 
PUPILS BENEFITING

CAS (Computers at Schools) online group and computing Facebook groups 50 70

ITT partnership with Manchester University 300 Unknown

Association of Language Learners committee 20 +2,500

Host for The Bursary Foundation Summer School 2 27

Model United Nations conference organisation and venue 150 300

Governance 86 2,600

TOTAL +608 +5,497
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WGS IN THE COMMUNITY
Withington Girls’ School is well-known for its support of a 
variety of community initiatives. A breakdown of most of the 
major events and activities which took place over this year is 
shown below. 

The school year started with the annual Harvest Festival 
collection in both the Junior and Senior Schools. The 
generosity of the Withington community enabled a large 
amount of food to be sent to the Fallowfield and Withington 
Foodbank on behalf of the Juniors and The Booth Centre on 
behalf of the Seniors. Food collections run by the Staff and 
pupils in both Junior and Senior School have continued to 
take place over the year and we have sent many hundreds of 
donations to Emmeline’s Pantry. During Feel Fab Feb all pupils 
were encouraged to bring in a different item over a week 
and we were very happy to be able to donate over 200 items 
including oil, tuna, coffee and washing up liquid to Emmeline’s 
Pantry. 

Manchester Sings 2024 took place in November at Manchester 
Cathedral. Now in its fifth year, this year’s theme was The joy 
of music. Six maintained primary schools from across Greater 
Manchester performed with our Junior and Senior School 
choirs and band at a large-scale celebration of music and 
poetry at Manchester Cathedral. The children had all rehearsed 
the songs at their schools separately, under the direction of 
our Director of Music, and 226 of them came together on the 
day for a massed choir event. Money raised at the performance 
went to our long-standing charity partners, The Booth Centre 
and Wood Street Mission. Planning and rehearsing for our 
sixth Manchester Sings which will take place this November, 
is already well underway and we are now have a waiting list 
of interested primary schools to join this popular event. We 
are extremely grateful to Beaverbrooks for their continued 
support of this project. Our full impact evaluation for this 
event can be accessed on the school website. The wonderful 
feedback from pupils and staff at the primary schools and 
their parents reminds us why this remains one of our flagship 
partnerships.

In December, over 150 senior citizens from the local area 
enjoyed an evening of entertainment and refreshments at 
our Christmas Tea Party. Guests were served and entertained 
by pupils from all age groups and staff. A raffle held on the 
evening raised £400 for The Booth Centre. A small group 
of girls who belong to Thursday Singers in collaboration 
with Manchester High School for Girls and The Manchester 
Grammar School, also performed to an audience of over 1,000 
people at Manchester Cathedral for Carols in the City in aid 
of Manchester Foundation Trust Charity. The event raised a 
large sum of money which has gone towards the Youth Service 
Christmas appeal. A small selection from the school choir and 
orchestra also went to The Christie over the festive period to 
entertain patients and families during lunchtime. 

Also in December, our Year 11 girls were involved in responding 
to Santa’s letters from children at a local maintained primary. 
In writing these letters, our pupils became ‘elves’ responding 
to letters from primary-aged children. The project creates 
an opportunity for personal development and reflection 
as well as aiding with the development of literacy skills in 
younger pupils. This year over 75 replies were sent, and we 
were delighted with the feedback received from the primary 
schools. 

Another group of our pupils also umpired at a Pop Lacrosse 
competition and the school has continued to build strong links 
with England Lacrosse and Team MCR. 

Our staff volunteer at a wide range organisations and groups 
outside of school. They are trustees at charities such as 
Friends of Rosie, volunteer at Parkrun events and work 
for institutions like the National Trust. Members of staff 
have undertaken charity fundraising runs and walks for 
organisations like Cancer Research, Junior Diabetes Research 
Foundation and The Alzheimer’s Society. Members of staff fulfil 
roles within their respective churches on church committees 
and choirs, and a Junior School teacher has for many years 
delivered Yoga classes for children at a local special school 
and a Down Syndrome Support group once a month. Three 
members of staff also lead Brownie, Guides and Beaver packs. 
Other staff members donate blood regularly, work at children’s 
sports’ clubs and volunteer at charity shops.

All Forms at the School are actively involved in charity 
fundraising and this year raised an unprecedented £55, 784. 
Money was collected for a range of charities chosen by the 
pupils themselves, including: Unicef, Young Minds, RSPCA, 
Early Essentials, Francis House, Macmillan Cancer and the 
Hedgehog Fund. Pupils sold raffle tickets for hampers over the 
year, knitted Easter Chicks, organised a Strictly Come Dancing 
event and played a game of Traitors to raise funds. In March, 
all pupils in the Senior school participated in an inter-form 
dance competition. The event raised £3665 with the money 
being divided equally between two different causes: a national 
charity called the ‘Family Fund’ and our long-standing local 
partner care home Downing House.

“Singing with so many people made me feel so happy!” 
“One of my best experiences!” 
“Singing in a choir makes you feel ‘not alone’.”

PUPILS FROM PARTNER PRIMARY SCHOOLS

“�The music workshops in our school were a highlight, 
igniting a love for music and building the children’s 
confidence ahead of the big event”.

DEPUTY HEAD TEACHER PARTNER PRIMARY SCHOOL
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WGS IN THE COMMUNITY
Year 3 and Year 5 have been involved in the recently 
established linking partnership this year joining with St Peter’s 
Hazel Grove and Arden Primary School. This partnership 
has deepened over the year. In November classes from both 
schools made bunting for each other and enjoyed meeting 
each other over Zoom before meeting in person by visiting 
each other’s schools. Activities enjoyed together across 
the visits included orienteering, designing self-portraits, 
teambuilding games and planning an adventure playground 
together. This has been a lovely initiative again this year.

It is always difficult to quantify the number of people who 
benefit from our community initiatives as, for example, it is 
not possible to tell how many people have been positively 
impacted by our fundraising efforts or donations to local 

foodbanks. Recognising this difficulty, our charity partners 
are looking at ways to quantify the impact of our support and 
this will continue to be an area of development in subsequent 
audits. It is interesting to note that Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
equates the 2,561 hours of volunteering undertaken by our 
pupils at a social value of £16,390. 

The audit this year has again managed to capture the wide 
range of activities undertaken by our staff body. We have also 
managed to gain a better understanding of the volunteering 
Year 12 pupils do, not including the volunteer work they 
undertake for their Gold Duke of Edinburgh awards. These 
pupils spend over 1000 hours working in charity shops, at care 
homes as online reading mentors and at Scouts and hospices.

fighting for young people’s mental health
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SUPPORTING COMMUNITY INITIATIVES
WGS PUPIL 

HOURS
WGS STAFF 

HOURS
NUMBERS 

BENEFITING

Harvest Festival 150 10 +200

Foodbank collections 350 10 +500

Positions of responsibility at church 250 +1,000

Dance Competition 2025 +2,000 500 Unknown

Manchester Sings 2024 750 350 +288

Santa's letters 75 6 150

Childline Volunteer Counsellor 144 Unknown

Thursday Singers’ Performance at Carols in the City  
(Manchester Foundation Trust Charity)

80 20 Unknown

Pupil Form fundraising for various charities 1,000 60 Unknown

Pictor Academy/South Manchester Down Syndrome 15 25

Senior Citizens’ Christmas party 2,640 326 153

Choir in the Community 14 40

Young Leaders’ Lacrosse volunteering 42 9 120

Trustee at Friends of Rosie charity 25 +1,000

Duke of Edinburgh Volunteering 2,561 300 Unknown

Schools Linking with Arden Primary School and St Peter’s Hazel Grove 270 45 115

Volunteering at Parkrun 150 1,000

Regular blood donations 50 Unknown

Legally Blonde Jnr performance for junior schools 280 80 103

Year 12 volunteering activities +1,000 Unknown

Volunteer at Quarry Bank Mill National Trust 144 Unknown

President of Mellor Lacrosse Club 2,500 +1,000

Brownies/Beaver/Scouts leaders 180 75

Other staff and pupil volunteering/fundraising activities +500 +500 Unknown

TOTAL +11,762 +5,624 +5,769
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SUPPORTING A DEVELOPING COUNTRY
The cultural and educational programme with The Gambia 
has been running since 2003 and we have enjoyed many 
events over this past year celebrating our 20 year partnership. 
Preparations are well underway for our 21st visit in December 
2025. An unprecedented £29,000 was raised by The Gambia 
2024 team and has gone towards new accommodation at the 
multi-purpose hall. The Gambia 2025 team are also well on 
their way to raising an excellent total with events like a padel 
tournament and a music concert planned for the Autumn 
term. Money raised this year will sponsor the building of 
more rooms at the community multi-purpose hall. There are 
huge benefits for those pupils taking part in the year-long 
fundraising initiative culminating in a week-long stay with our 
partnership school in The Gambia. Our pupils interact with 
the local community and spend time on renovation work at 

the school, as well as teaching the primary-aged children at 
Mama Tamba Nursery. This is a wonderful learning experience 
for all involved. WGS works with local community groups in the 
country, as well as a local health centre and the benefits of the 
support we are able to provide are social, economic, cultural 
and environmental. There are over 100 students at the school 
aged between three and six years old and we have worked with 
this same school since the inception of this project. The wider 
community around the primary school have benefited from the 
installation of a bore hole for water as well as electricity and 
a youth empowerment programme which includes a bakery, 
soap making and juice making facilities, bee keeping and other 
farm-based projects mostly sponsored by the fundraising of 
past and current generations of WGS Gambian teams.
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CELEBRATING OUR PARTNERSHIPS
Partnerships continue to be central to the Withington 
ethos. Our pupils understand that a true partnership is one 
where all learn from the experience and WGS students and 
staff appreciate the value of donating their time and are 
enthusiastic about doing so. We continue to be grateful for 

the opportunities that our Partnership Programme provide 
for both our staff and pupils to play an active role as socially 
responsible citizens at both a local and global level. We aim to 
deepen and sustain our Partnerships over the coming year and 
look forward to some new and exciting prospects to come. 
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