ART

OCR H601

A Level Art is for creative thinkers, self-motivated workers, passionate communicators and those
who have ideas and interests which they want to express through the wonderfully varied and
powerful medium of art.

The A Level specification that students follow is Art: Fine Art and is set by OCR. This endorsement covers
areas of Fine Art such as Portraiture, Landscape, Still life, Human form, Abstraction, Experimental
Imagery, Narrative, and Installation. The following are just some of the techniques available to use:
drawing, painting, mark making, mixed-media, casting, glazing, collage, intaglio, photographic printing
and digital manipulation, and work can be produced in both two and three-dimensional forms.
Through the experience of working with a broad range of media, students can develop a high level of
knowledge and skills that include critical, contextual and analytical understanding.

Other exciting and integral parts of the A Level Art course are sketchbooks, artist workshops and talks,
museum and gallery trips and life drawing classes.

COURSE STRUCTURE

Component 01: Personal investigation
Students will produce two elements:

(i) a portfolio of practical work showing their personal response to either a starting point, brief, scenario
or stimulus, devised and provided by the student or centre. This portfolio will consist of a sustained
project, theme or course of study. It may be presented in appropriate formats for the specialism and
area of study chosen using, for example, sketchbooks, mounted sheets, maquettes, prototypes, digital
presentations, animation, scale models or illustrated written work.
(ii) a related study: an extended response of a guided minimum of 1000 words. Students are required to
establish through this written and, where appropriate, illustrated component, the related context in
which their chosen practical portfolio exists. This may be established by exploring the genre, subject
matter, movement or historical framework of the overarching starting point, course of study or theme
selected. The aim of the related study is to enable students to develop their ability to communicate
their knowledge and understanding of art historical movements, genres, practitioners and artworks,
considering the way that these change and evolve within chronological and other frameworks. It also
builds their understanding of the relationship between society and art: art historical terms, concepts
and issues; methods of researching, investigating and analysing; and how works are interpreted and
evaluated.
Personal investigation (01) 120 marks

Non exam assessment (internally assessed and externally moderated)
60% of total A Level

Component 02: Externally set task

The paper will give students a choice of seven themes, each with a choice of written and/or visual
starting points, briefs or stimuli. From this paper, students are expected to choose one option for which
they will generate an appropriate personal response for assessment. Students will have up to 15 hours in
which to independently realise their response(s).
Externally set task (02) 80 marks 15 hours

Non exam assessment (internally assessed and externally moderated)
40% of total A Level

“The artist sees what others
only catch a glimpse of”

Leonardo da Vinci

“You can’t use up creativity.
The more you use, the more you have”

Maya Angelou

“Art is the most intense mode of
individualism that the world has known”

Oscar Wilde
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ART

OCR H601

WHY CHOOSE A LEVEL ART?

The course allows students to:

• explore, research and acquire techniques to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding in a
range of media
• use traditional methods and/or digital techniques to produce work
• explore relevant images, artefacts and resources

• develop chosen themes, ideas or issues to support their skills, knowledge and understanding
• record through drawing or other media

• present a personal and meaningful response and outcome.

The aims and learning outcomes are to encourage students to develop:
• intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive capabilities

• investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills, aesthetic
understanding and critical judgement

• independence of mind in developing, refining and communicating their own ideas, their own intentions
and their own personal outcomes
• an interest in, enthusiasm for, and enjoyment of art, craft and design
• the experience of working with a broad range of media

• an understanding of the interrelationships between art, craft and design processes and an awareness
of the contexts in which they operate
• knowledge and experience of real world contexts and, where appropriate, links to the creative
industries

• knowledge and understanding of art, craft, design and media and technologies in contemporary and
past societies and cultures
• an awareness of different roles, functions, audiences and consumers of art, craft and design.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

The course is designed to progress naturally from the GCSE Art course to the A Level. Students
contemplating Art at Advanced Level should have a high degree of creative and technical artistic ability,
be well motivated, enthusiastic and self-disciplined. Students should be prepared to spend a good deal
of time researching and developing their artwork outside teaching periods. Emphasis is very much put
on personal research, ideas and responses to an art situation. Appreciation and enjoyment of visiting art
exhibitions will complement this course greatly.
The A Level course will be relevant and important to those pupils wishing to pursue such university
courses as Architecture, Fine Art, History of Art, Applied Art, Design, Conservation, Curatorship etc and
for pupils wishing to follow a Foundation course in Art prior to taking a specialist Art, Craft or Design
Degree course.
Recent university destinations:
• The Ruskin School of Art at
Oxford University
• University of the Arts London
(UAL), which includes Central
Saint Martins
• The University of Edinburgh:
College of Art
• Oxford Brookes University
• Slade School of Fine Art (UCL)
• London College of Fashion
(UAL)
• The Bartlett (UCL)
• Savanna College of Art, Hong
Kong
• Manchester School of Art
• Leeds Arts University
• Liverpool University

Possible university courses:
• F oundation Diploma
in Art and Design

This is the preferred route into a
BA(Hons) Degree as it prepares
students for progression to a wide
variety of specialist art, craft and
design degree courses, such as:

• Fine Art
• Architecture
• Art History
• Fashion Design
• Graphic Design
• Photography
• Film and Media
• Theatre Design
• Conservation
• Curating
• Illustration & Animation
• Advertising
• Computer Games Design

WITHINGTON GIRLS’ SCHOOL

Alumnae with links to the Arts:
• Sarah Burton OBE
Creative Director, Alexander McQueen

• Esther Dean

BAFTA winner: Costume Design

• Joyce Hytner OBE

for services to the arts and on
the board at The Manchester
International Festival

• Nicola Dale

Fine artist working in
sculpture and performance

• Dr Anne Kirkham

Hon Fellow in Medieval Art at
Manchester University & Retired
WGS governor

• Harriet Cooper

Head of Visual Arts, Jerwood Arts,
Curator, British Pavilion, 57th Venice
Art Biennale 2017

• Natalie Wills

Associate Partner, Foster & Partners,
New York

WHERE GIRLS SHINE

BIOLOGY

AQA A LEVEL BIOLOGY 7402

The AQA A Level specification is designed to provide continuity with those at GCSE. Pupils are encouraged
to develop essential knowledge and an understanding of the principles of Biology and scientific
methods, an awareness of advances in technology, a recognition of the value of Biology in society,
and to appreciate the relationship between the different aspects of the subject.
The girls follow the AQA Biology specification, introduced in September 2015. This specification is
fully linear, with all examinations taken at the end of the course, and comprises eight units taught over
two years.
Biology is fundamentally an experimental subject and there are numerous opportunities to use practical
experiments to link theory to reality, and to equip the students with the essential practical skills they
need.
The A Level is assessed by three written papers each lasting two hours. All A Level papers assess content
from the specification and also relevant practical skills. The questions are a mixture of long and short
response questions, a comprehension, critical analysis of experimental data and an essay.
The A Level units cover the following topics:
• Biological molecules
• Cells
• Organisms and exchange of substances with their environment
• Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms
• Energy transfers in and between organisms
• Organisms and response to changes in their internal and external environments
• Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
• The control of gene expression
Girls benefit from a range of additional extra-curricular and enrichment activities such as visiting guest
speakers and visits to local museums, zoos and research laboratories such as the Paterson Institute for
Cancer Research, which is attached to The Christie. Girls are also encouraged to attend some of the many
evening lectures organised at local universities, hospitals and organisations.
Girls are encouraged to take part in the Intermediate Biology Olympiad in Year 12 and the Biology
Olympiad in Year 13, both of which are administered by the Institute of Biology, to select a group of four
students to represent Great Britain. We have been very successful in these competitions since their
inception and girls regularly gain Gold and Silver awards. All girls travel to North Wales for a four day
residential Ecology field trip. Here they study living and non-living factors in a diverse range of habitats
ranging from ancient woodland, rocky shore, sand dunes, a river and a mountain environment. The
approximate cost of this course in 2021 will be £350.
There are many additional activities for girls in the Sixth Form to help to prepare them for applications
to read medicine, dentistry and veterinary science at university. These comprise workshops, discussion
groups and presentations from leading medical schools.
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CHEMISTRY

AQA A LEVEL CHEMISTRY 7405

The AQA A Level specifications are designed to provide continuity with those at GCSE. Pupils are
encouraged to develop essential knowledge and an understanding of the concepts of Chemistry and
scientific methods, a recognition of the value of Chemistry in society, and to appreciate the relationship
between the different aspects of the subject. The girls follow the AQA Chemistry specification, which is
fully linear with all examinations taken at the end of the course.

Chemistry is fundamentally an experimental subject and the specification provides numerous
opportunities to use practical experiences to link theory to reality, and equip students with the essential
practical skills they need. The A Level is assessed by three written papers, each lasting two hours. All A
Level papers assess content from the specification and also relevant practical skills. The questions are a
mixture of long and short response questions, critical analysis of practical techniques and experimental
data analysis and some multiple choice questions.
The A Level covers the following topics

PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY

INORGANIC CHEMISTRY

ORGANIC CHEMISTRY

atomic structure

periodicity

alkanes

amount of substance

group 2

haloalkanes

bonding

group 7

alkenes

energetics

transition metals & reactions of ions

alcohols

kinetics

aldehydes & ketones

equilibria

carboxylic acids & derivatives

redox

aromatic chemistry

acids & bases

amines
polymers
aminoacids, proteins & DNA

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

NMR

Girls benefit from a range of additional extra-curricular and enrichment activities. These include
Practical Chemistry sessions, discussion groups, seminars by visiting guest speakers and workshops,
for example, Spectroscopy in a Suitcase. Many Lower Sixth chemists complete the Young Chemistry
Communication Scheme. This programme allows the girls to gain Gold Crest Awards by developing
presentational skills and delivering Chemistry-related activities to different audiences.

Girls are also encouraged to attend some of the many evening lectures organised at local schools and
universities and teams are entered for competitions in Analytical Chemistry in the Lower Sixth Year,
often winning the regional and national heats. Lower Sixth pupils also take part in the Cambridge
Chemistry Challenge, regularly gaining silver and gold awards, and, since 2014, five of our students have
been awarded the prestigious Roentgenium Award, awarded to 0.7% of national candidates. Girls in the
Lower Sixth and Upper Sixth are equally successful in the Chemistry Olympiad. A Level chemists can also
join Chemnet, the Royal Society of Chemistry student network, which gives them access to a student
magazine, the ability to participate in discussion groups and blogs, get expert advice and access to a
wealth of resources to support their studies

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Is Chemistry hard?
There is a core knowledge and understanding that underpins Chemistry. Like learning a foreign language,
you just need to grasp a few basic words and phrases first.
What skills will I get from studying Chemistry?
Chemistry helps you to develop research, problem solving and analytical skills. It helps to you challenge
ideas and show how you worked things out through logic and step-by-step reasoning. Chemistry
often requires teamwork and communication skills too. Because of the extremely valuable skills and
knowledge that will find application in a large number of important areas, Chemistry is an immensely
rewarding A Level that is highly regarded by universities and employers.
What careers require A Level Chemistry?
Chemistry will help you get ahead in most STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths) courses.
Chemistry is also an important subject for careers in: medicine, dentistry, environmental
science, engineering, toxicology, space exploration, developing perfumes and cosmetics,
pharmaceuticals, energy, teaching, software development and research.
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CLASSICS (LATIN AND/OR CLASSICAL CIVILISATION)

LATIN OCR H443
CLASSICAL CIVILISATION OCR H408

This year, the Classics Department will be offering two A Levels, Latin and Classical Civilisation. Latin A
Level requires a GCSE in Latin but Classical Civilisation requires no previous knowledge of the subject.

“I really enjoyed Latin throughout Sixth Form having found it
frustratingly difficult prior to then – I think it is the kind of subject
you need to give yourself time to get used to.”
Olivia O Malley (2009) History Graduate, MSc in African Studies

“Latin has helped me, probably more than the science subjects!
Latin is particularly useful in medicine with learning things like
anatomy as the Latin name is still used for most parts of the body.
I find that I am able to pick these things up more easily than most
others who may not have studied Latin.”
Zahra Chaudri (2010) Medicine, Edinburgh University

WHY CLASSICS?

The great thing about Classics is the variety of ways in which we can study the ancient world. The Classics
Department offers two subjects at A Level. Latin is open to those who have a GCSE in Latin. Many people
think that Latin is just translating passages of Latin into English and learning grammar. Those of you
who have done GCSE know that we also read literature and study the characters and themes in it, as well
as looking at the social and historical context of the texts. At A Level, students consolidate the difficult
grammar which they have already met and gain a thorough understanding of the language by getting the
chance to start composing Latin sentences themselves, which appeals to many of our linguistically able
students. However, 50% of the course is the study of literature. You will be able to read part of a speech
by Cicero and many of our students love to try to spot or apply some of his rhetorical techniques in their
extra-curricular activities, such as MUN. Any budding lawyers will love Cicero. We study poetry by many
authors but the set texts are generally part of Virgil’s epic poem Aeneid and pupils will read a variety of
texts by Ovid for translation work.
We were very excited to be able to offer a new subject at A Level last year – Classical Civilisation.
This subject is open to everyone and requires no knowledge of Latin or Greek. It is about studying Greek
and Roman civilisation through literature and the material remains. Many students have enjoyed learning
about the adventures of Odysseus further down the school and they can now read the whole of Homer’s
epic poem, The Odyssey, in English, as well as Virgil’s Aeneid. We will also be looking at the ancient
theatre, both through reading plays (such as the tragedy Oedipus the King and the comedy Frogs)
and through studying visual and material remains, such as the theatre buildings and vase paintings.
A third topic will look at the beliefs and ideas seen through literature (including philosophical writings)
and how they were reflected in everyday life, and we hope to study either Love and Relationships or
Greek Religion.
Both our subjects are assessed through examinations at the end of two years. In both subjects, students
will have a really good idea of how Classics opens up as a subject at university and will be able to see
what sort of course might appeal to them, whether it is language based or focusing on ancient history,
art, philosophy or archaeology. The knowledge students gain is really interesting but the skills learned
in our subjects are valuable in any area of life; analysing texts, producing arguments and empathising
with different cultures. The themes studied in ancient texts are still so relevant today; relationships with
family and the gods, betrayal, pursuit of power and the impact of war on soldier and civilians.
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CLASSICS (LATIN AND/OR CLASSICAL CIVILISATION)

LATIN OCR H443
CLASSICAL CIVILISATION OCR H408

COURSE CONTENT AT A LEVEL

Latin

Paper 1:

33% Unseen translation – one prose passage and one verse passage

Paper 2:	17% Prose composition (a passage of English to be translated into Latin) or comprehension
questions on a passage of Latin)
Paper 3:

25% Prose Literature – two texts (one of which was studied in Lower Sixth)

Paper 4:

25% Verse Literature – two texts (one of which was studied in Lower Sixth)

Classical Civilisation
Paper 1:

40% The World of the Hero – Homer’s Odyssey and Virgil’s Aeneid

Paper 2:

30% Culture and the Arts – Greek Theatre

Paper 3:

30% Beliefs and Ideas – either Love and Relationships or Greek Religion

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Outside the classroom, students have the opportunity to attend lectures about their set texts and we
have regular visits to theatres, both local and further afield such as London and Oxford. We went to the
Bay of Naples in 2016 and visited Greece in 2018. The Classical Association promotes an annual Latin and
Greek Reading Competition, which pupils are invited to enter, and organises lectures at the university
after school, which girls and staff attend. Sixth Formers can also become involved in helping with a
Classics Club for younger pupils or teaching Latin at a local primary school.
Classics students have entered a variety of careers, such as publishing, journalism, law, the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, accountancy, retail management and market research. Recently, Helen Smith who
studied Latin and Greek at A Level, spoke to us about their usefulness before leaving to become Deputy
High Commissioner in New Zealand while our Languages Showcase included many former students who
had studied classical subjects at A Level and university.
Famous Classicists include:
Tom Hiddleston (actor)

Jonathan Evans (former Head of MI5)

Donna Tartt (novelist)

Baroness Greenfield (neuroscientist)

Chris Martin (lead singer of Coldplay)

Emma Walmsley (CEO of pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline)

Martha Kearney (BBC Radio and TV presenter).
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

AQA A LEVEL COMPUTER SCIENCE 7517

Computer Science is the study of the foundational principles and practices of computation and
computational thinking and their application in the design and development of computer systems.

A Level Computer Science is relevant to girls considering Higher Education in a wide range of subjects
but particularly Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematical subjects. If university entry
requirements are Mathematics A Level and a Science, universities are delighted to receive applications
from students with qualifications in Computer Science.
The majority of Computer Science graduates go into the computer industry, working as managers,
product developers and engineers at companies such as Google, Microsoft, IBM and Apple. However,
the broader problem-solving and practical skills developed by Computer Science graduates are highly
transferable and thus graduates are in demand in almost every sector.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to develop:

• an understanding of, and the ability to apply, the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer
Science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation

• the ability to analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such
problems, including writing programs to do so
• the capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically
• the capacity to see relationships between different aspects of Computer Science
• mathematical skills related to:
- Boolean algebra

- comparison and complexity of algorithms
- number representations and bases

• the ability to articulate the individual (moral), social (ethical), legal and cultural opportunities and risks
of digital technology.

THEORY

A Level theory topics include: Abstraction, Finite state machines, Number systems including binary and
hexadecimal, representation of sound and images, Data compression and encryption, Networks and
Protocols, Hardware, Operating systems, Logic, CPU architecture, Machine code and Assembly language,
Consequences of uses of computing, Serial and Parallel communication, Networking, The Internet,
Transmission protocols, Databases, SQL Databases, Big Data, Functional programming.

PRACTICAL

A Level programming skills include: Algorithms, Data types, String handling, File processing, Selection,
Iteration, Recursion, Functions, Procedures, Low-level programming, Procedural and Object-oriented
programming, Abstract data types/structures, Queues, Stacks, Graphs, Trees, Hash tables, Dictionaries,
Vectors, Searching and Sorting algorithms, Functional programming.
All girls will develop a systematic approach to problem solving: Analysis, Design,
Implementation, Testing and Evaluation through a range of programming exercises.

Our primary programming language is Python which is one of the most popular languages
used in industry today.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

AQA A LEVEL COMPUTER SCIENCE 7517

ASSESSMENT AT A LEVEL

Students sit two examinations, Paper 1 and Paper 2. Preliminary material, along with a skeleton program,
will be issued before the examinations to allow girls to prepare for Paper 1.
Students also complete an extended programming project.

PAPER 1

PAPER 2

On-screen exam - 2 hr 30

Written exam - 2 hr 30

Write/adapt/extend programs as well as a series
of short questions covering:

A series of short-answer and extended-answer
questions covering:

40% of the A Level

• Fundamentals of programming

• Fundamentals of data structures
• Fundamentals of algorithms
• Theory of computation

40% of the A Level

• Fundamentals of data representation
• Fundamentals of computer systems

• F undamentals of computer organisation
and architecture
• Consequences of uses of computing

• Fundamentals of communication and networking
• Fundamentals of databases
• Big Data

• Fundamentals of functional programming

NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT

20% of the A Level (50hrs)

The non-exam assessment assesses students' ability to use the knowledge and skills gained through
the course to solve or investigate a practical problem of their choice. Girls will be expected to follow a
systematic approach to problem solving.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How is the content delivered?

All work is delivered digitally, with Microsoft OneNote used for worksheets and homework sheets.
What device do I need?

Due to the practical nature of the course, access to a computer on which girls can install Python (via free
download) is essential. iPads are unsuitable as the appropriate apps do not exist.
Do I have to have done GCSE Computer Science?

Girls beginning this course are not expected to have studied Computer Science previously. However, it is
recommended that girls should have the skills/knowledge associated with GCSE Computer Science.
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DRAMA AND THEATRE

AQA 7262

WHY STUDY DRAMA AND THEATRE?

A Level Drama and Theatre combines a practical focus to the subject with academic rigour. You will be
assessed through performance work and written examination and will get the opportunity to see a huge
variety of live performance work, including cutting edge productions like Gecko’s Institute, sell out shows
like Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, as well as more traditional theatre performances.
Drama and Theatre is respected academically as it builds skills of research, analysis and written
expression. The subject is useful for any career where confidence, communication, self-awareness,
flexibility, imagination, leadership or teamwork is involved. A Level Drama and Theatre is therefore
relevant for students considering Higher Education in any arts or humanities subject. The course also
enables students to develop skills which are relevant to a wide range of higher education subjects and in
the workplace.
The skills that are learnt by studying Drama are invaluable in later life. Drama can be a good basis for a
career not only in the theatre, but in advertising, the film industry and even in events planning, among
many others.

Other career opportunities for students who are studying A Level Drama and Theatre might include arts/
theatre administration, arts journalism, director, actor, designer, playwright, stage management, theatre
management, commercial/public sector, sales and marketing, theatrical agent, technician, broadcasting,
education, drama therapy or scriptwriting.
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:

• develop and apply an informed, analytical framework for making, performing, interpreting and
understanding drama and theatre

• understand the place of relevant theoretical research in informing the processes and practices
involved in creating theatre and the place of practical exploration in informing theoretical knowledge
of drama and theatre
• develop an understanding and appreciation of how the social, cultural and historical contexts of
performance texts have influenced the development of drama and theatre
• understand the practices used in twenty-first century theatre making

• experience a range of opportunities to create theatre, both published text-based and devised work
• participate as a theatre maker and as an audience member in live theatre

• understand and experience the collaborative relationship between various roles within theatre
• develop and demonstrate a range of theatre-making skills

• develop the creativity and independence to become effective theatre makers
• adopt safe working practices as a theatre maker

• analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others.
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DRAMA AND THEATRE

AQA 7262

A LEVEL

Component 1: Drama and Theatre
Written Examination (3 hours)
Open Book
40% of the A Level
Content overview

The examination assesses:

• Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre.

• Practical exploration and study of two complete performance texts.
• Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers.
The structure of the Written Examination

• Students answer one question (from a choice) on how they might interpret and realise specific aspects
of the chosen set play adopting the perspective of a performer, designer or director as appropriate to
the question. (25 Marks)
• Students answer three compulsory parts of one question on a given extract from the second A Level
chosen text. Each part focuses on a different perspective- as a director, as a performer and as a
designer. (10 Marks per part=30 Marks)
• Students answer one essay question (from a choice) requiring them to analyse and evaluate a live
theatre performance they have seen. (25 marks).
Component 2: Creating Original Drama
Practical

Working notebook (40 Marks)

Devised Performance (20 Marks)
60 Marks in total

30% of the A Level
Content overview

In this unit, students learn how to create and develop original devised ideas to communicate meaning as
part of the theatre making process.
Students are marked in two ways:

• On the process of creating their devised drama.

• On their performance of the devised piece (students may contribute as performer, designer or director).
• The devised piece must be influenced by the work and methodologies of one of the exam board’s
prescribed practitioners.
Component 3: Making Theatre
Practical

Performance of extract 3 (40 marks)
Reflective report (20 Marks)
60 Marks in total

30% of the A Level
Content Overview

There are two parts to this component-

1) Practical exploration and theatrical interpretation of three extracts (Extract 1, 2 and 3) each taken from
a different play. Extract 3 must be performed as a final assessed piece. (Students may contribute as
performer, designer or director). Extract 3 must also apply the methodology of a prescribed theatre
practitioner.
2) A reflective report analysing and evaluating the process and interpretation of all three extracts (20 marks).
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ECONOMICS

AQA 7136

ECONOMICS A LEVEL

Economics is a lively, academic and highly successful subject at Withington. In 2019 75% of students
gained A* or A. These results are far higher than the national average and higher than other selective
schools.

WHAT YOU STUDY IN ECONOMICS:

Economics is all around us! Almost every issue you see in the world has an economic aspect. For example:
• Why are some goods more expensive than others? Why are designer goods – such as Hermes handbags –
extremely expensive?
• What is the impact of large firms? Do firms such as Apple benefit consumers or do they exploit us with
high prices?
• How can we reduce pollution? Should we tax motorists more? What about a tax on burgers and chips?
• What are the economic implications of lockdown?

• How can we get the UK economy to become more successful?

Economics gives you the ability to understand the world and a qualification that is highly valued by
employers and universities. The school follows the AQA course; there is no coursework and students sit
three examinations at A Level consisting of multiple choice questions, basic calculations and extended
essay pieces.

WHAT DO STUDENTS DO AFTER A LEVEL ECONOMICS?

Universities like Economics A Level as it is rigorous and highly thought of. In recent years Withington
Economics students have attained places at outstanding universities to study many courses including:
• Economics • Economics and Management • History • Law

• Finance • Architecture • Business Management • Medicine
• Pharmacy • Mathematics • Politics • Geography

IS A LEVEL ECONOMICS MATHEMATICAL?

There is very little mathematics in the course – nothing more than percentages.

Economics is more mathematical at university, so if you intend to do an Economics degree you should
also take A Level Mathematics.

If you are applying to study Economics at Cambridge or London School of Economics you should also take
Further Mathematics. Other university Economics courses do not have this requirement.

EXTRA CURRICULAR

The Department has many activities that enrich students’ experiences. In recent years these have
included:
‘Withinomics’ – the student magazine written and edited by A Level students.

BASE – Business Skills competition. This national competition is sponsored by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants [ICAEW].
Bank of England 2.0 Challenge: A national competition run by the UK’s central bank.

‘Dragons' Den’ event: Local business leaders have run sessions with Economics students to give feedback
on their business ideas.
National Share Price challenge: students pick a selection of shares and compete against students across
the country for the best stock market performance.

WHY SHOULD I TAKE ECONOMICS?

Other than the academic rigour and the fact it is such a well-respected A Level you should take Economics
if you have an interest in understanding the way the world works. You can examine any situation you
come across in life from an Economic point of view and hopefully find solutions to any problem. That
could be problems ranging from global poverty to UK obesity levels and the price of apples. If you are
interested in the real world, how the world operates and how you could improve things then it is a great
subject for you.
It is a really exciting time to be studying Economics as there is so much change going on in the world
that we can assess through Economic models, you get the chance to express your opinion and have a
good debate – most importantly Economics will give you tools to justify that opinion and back up your
thoughts with some scientific reasoning.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

OCR H470

We offer OCR English Language A Level.

English Language A Level is an exciting, vibrant course which allows students to explore the ways
language is used in everyday life and to produce their own writing. If you have ever wondered how
children learn to speak or how the English language has changed over the last 500 years, this could be
the course for you.
There are three sections to the A Level:

EXPLORING LANGUAGE

This paper is worth 40% of the total A Level. Students study three different areas:

• L anguage under the microscope. For this part of the course we look at a variety of texts and analyse
them in terms of grammar, lexis and discourse features.

• Writing about a topical language issue. We will explore attitudes to a range of language issues such as
accent and dialect; Standard English and the ways different groups use language.
• Comparing and contrasting texts. Here we look at texts written for different purposes and audiences
and compare the ways writers use language.

DIMENSIONS OF LINGUISTIC VARIATION

This paper is worth 40% of the total A Level. Students study three different areas:
• Child Language Acquisition
• Language in the Media
• Language Change

INDEPENDENT LANGUAGE RESEARCH

This is the non exam assessment and is worth 20% of the total A Level.
Students produce two pieces of work:

• A language investigation on a topic of their own choice

• An academic poster to present the findings from the investigation in a visual way.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The English department offers a wide range of extra-curricular activities to support study at A Level.
These include theatre trips, opportunities for debating, a reading group run jointly with other local
schools and a creative writing club.

WITHINGTON GIRLS’ SCHOOL
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ENGLISH LITERATURE

AQA 7717

We offer AQA Specification B

The A Level English Literature course enables students to study a wide range of texts from different
genres and different periods. The focus is on the different ways texts can be read, connected and
written about.
The course consists of three sections:

LITERARY GENRES

For this part of the course we study either tragedy or comedy. One of these must be a play by
Shakespeare. Some possible choices of texts are: King Lear; The Taming of the Shrew; The Great Gatsby by
F Scott Fitzgerald and The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde. There is also a poetry anthology
for each option.

TEXTS AND GENRES

In this section we study texts related to either crime writing or political writing. Possible text choices are:

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood; A Doll’s House by Ibsen; Hamlet and The Murder of Roger
Ackroyd by Agatha Christie.

Both of the above components are assessed by an examination at the end of the second year of the
course.

THEORY AND INDEPENDENCE

For this component you will produce a coursework folder consisting of two written pieces, one on poetry
and one on prose. We will study an anthology of critical theory and you will learn how to apply some of
these theories – such as Marxist criticism, feminist criticism, narrative theory and post-colonialism –
to your chosen texts.

This section of the course encourages independence of thought and allows you to explore texts you have
chosen in a way which interests you.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The English department offers a range of extra-curricular activities to Sixth Form students. These include
a reading group, run jointly with other local schools, a creative writing group, opportunities for debating
and a range of theatre trips.
English lessons are discussion-based and collaborative; students are expected to read widely and to
share their ideas in lessons. If you enjoy reading and discussing, English Literature could be the subject
for you!
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ)

AQA 7993

WHAT IS AN EPQ?

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) provides an opportunity for students to extend their abilities
beyond their A Level studies and prepare for university whilst completing an independent research
project. The EPQ enables students to develop and improve their own learning and performance as
critical, reflective and independent students, and it is worth up to 28 UCAS points.

Students write their own question on a topic that they are passionate about, that will extend their
knowledge beyond their A Level curriculum. Students undertaking an EPQ will plan, research, analyse
and evaluate to produce a 5000 word essay on their chosen topic. The independent nature of the project
bridges the gap between Sixth Form studies and university life.

WHAT DO YOU DO?

Students have one lesson of taught skills per week to give them the tools needed to complete their
project. In addition to this, students are expected to spend 90 hours of independent learning time
on an EPQ.
Students will need to:

• document their planning, research, and reflections within the Production Log

• meet with their allocated supervisor at specified times to discuss the project process and issues

• carry out the project by achieving the aims and objectives they set themselves, in order to produce
either a 5000 word essay, or an artefact and 1000 word essay.
• prepare and give a presentation about the project

The EPQ is completed and submitted in May of Year 12.

WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE TO COMPLETE AN EPQ?

Completing an EPQ will help you to develop essential skills required for university, such as
researching and essay writing. You will take ownership of your own learning and therefore
show creativity, initiative and enterprise. An increasing number of universities are including
the EPQ in their offers to students. The EPQ provides an ideal opportunity within interview
to articulate and demonstrate unique, desirable skills.

“Nearly 1 in 5 successful applicants
to Durham had completed the EPQ”

The Sunday Times
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FRENCH

AQA 7652/3T

WHY STUDY FRENCH?
“We firmly believe that the study of languages is fundamental to the
prosperity, well-being, security and competitiveness of the UK”

British Academy, 2011

In an increasingly globalised world, the ability to communicate with others is becoming more important
for trade, commerce, social and cultural reasons. Studying French at A Level can be combined with any
subject, including the Sciences and Mathematics and at university French is a component in a number
of scientific, mathematics and law courses. The study of a language will equip girls with a range of
transferable and highly marketable skills such as summarising, essay writing, analysis of recorded and
printed texts, memorising, drawing inference and evaluating information. Our aim is to enable girls to
communicate effectively and accurately in French and to gain a broader insight into the culture and
civilisation of French-speaking countries and civilisations, whilst at the same time providing intellectual
stimulation and opportunities to use the language both imaginatively and creatively both inside and
outside the classroom.

“Learning a foreign language, and the culture that goes with it, is
one of the most useful things we can do to broaden the empathy
and imaginative sympathy and cultural outlook of children.”

STRUCTURE OF THE A LEVEL FRENCH COURSE

Michael Gove, 2012

In lessons we use the OUP and Hodder online text books and materials as core and supplement these
with authentic clips and articles. This course is linear. This means that candidates sit all examinations at
the end of the A Level course. The A Level qualification is stand-alone.
Subject content

Students will study the following themes and sub-themes in relation to at least one French speaking
country. The themes and sub-themes will be studied using a range of sources, including material from
online media.
Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues
• The changing nature of family.
• The ‘cyber-society’.

• The place of voluntary work.

• Positive features of a diverse society.
• Life for the marginalised.

• How criminals are treated.

Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
• A culture proud of its heritage.

• Contemporary francophone music.
• Cinema: the 7th art form.

Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world

• Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment.
• Demonstrations, strikes – who holds the power?
• Politics and immigration.
Literary Texts and Films

Students will study two books:
Bonjour Tristesse by Françoise Sagan in Year 12 and L’Etranger by Albert Camus in Year 13.
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FRENCH

AQA 7652/3T

The A Level qualification comprises three assessments as follows:

Paper 1: Listening, Reading & Writing
This test lasts 2 hours 30 minutes and will cover the themes studied during the A Level course, as well
as testing grammar. In the listening and reading sections, students will respond to spoken and written
passages from a range of contexts and sources, covering different registers and adapted as necessary.
Material will include complex factual and abstract content and questions will target main points, gist
and detail. In Listening, studio recordings will be used and students will have individual control of the
recording. This assessment will also include translations into English and French; these will be passages
of minimum 100 words. This assessment is worth 50% of the total A Level mark.
Paper 2: Writing
This test lasts 2 hours. Students will write 2 essays on the literary texts or film which have been studied
during the A Level French course. This assessment is worth 20% of the total A Level mark.

Paper 3: Speaking
This test lasts 21-23 minutes including 5 minutes of preparation time. Students will discuss one subtheme from one of the themes studied and then present their individual research project to the
examiner. This presentation will be followed by a discussion of the project. This assessment is worth 30%
of the total A Level mark.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

French is considered an international language not only because it is spoken in dozens of countries, but
also because it is one of the official working languages in many international organisations, including the
Council of Europe, the European Commission and the International Red Cross and Red Crescent. French
combines well with any subjects at A Level. We often have students from both the arts and science sides
who go on to university to study a variety of subjects, such as medicine, law, languages and humanities.
Baroness Coussins, Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group for MFL commented in 2011:

“I think we are doing our young people a disservice allowing
them to enter a global labour market at a serious competitive
disadvantage if we don’t equip them with languages and a
desire to work with languages.”
Comments from current A Level students:
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GEOGRAPHY

AQA 7037

WHY CHOOSE GEOGRAPHY AT A LEVEL?

Primarily, you need to enjoy the subject. Most students enjoy the scope of the material they cover in
Geography, the insights it can provide into understanding the world around us and the contemporary
nature of the issues it tackles. It is one of the few subjects that bridges both the Humanities and the
Sciences and it combines naturally with a whole range of other subjects.

Secondly, Geography is very much to do with the way you learn to think. ‘Thinking like a Geographer’ will
empower you to synthesise a range of data, argue and debate an issue, critically analyse evidence about
your world, make logical decisions and write well-structured, thought-provoking essays. Overall it
develops your communication skills and its strength is as much in the way it is investigated and thought
about as in its actual content.

WHAT IS INTERESTING ABOUT GEOGRAPHY?

• Answers a lot of questions from your curiosity about the world you live in.
• Connects knowledge to make sense of current environments.
• Links Physical Systems to Human Systems.

• Gives you a spatial understanding by identifying local, national and global patterns
and the ability to explain them.
• It is dynamic as the issues you study are constantly changing.

• Gives you the opportunity to study environments first hand t hrough Fieldwork.

ARE GEOGRAPHERS EMPLOYABLE PEOPLE?

The skills you use in Geography make you of potential interest to a wide range of employers. The close
link between the subject and the world around us makes for a long and varied list of related careers, for
example working with development or aid agencies, sustainable environmental planning organisations,
applying computerised geographical information systems to aid decision making for the Government, or
marketing organisations to work in the ever-expanding global tourism industry.

COURSE CONTENT

AQA A Level Geography (7037)

We have chosen a specification that will excite young minds, challenge perceptions and stimulate
investigative and analytical skills.
Fieldwork:

At A Level, fieldwork is at the heart of Geography. All girls will be required to undertake fieldwork in
relation to processes in both Physical and Human Geography, covering 4 days working out in the field.
The physical investigation of coastal features in the Lower Sixth will be balanced with a city centre
investigation in the heart of our regenerated city centre of Manchester.

Students will be required to undertake an independent investigation involving fieldwork and research. This
will take place in the student's own choice of area allowing for individual interest and flair. Teachers will be
available for consultation. The final 4,000 word document produced will be worth 20% of the A Level.
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GEOGRAPHY

AQA 7037

SUBJECT CONTENT

This is divided into Physical and Human Geography.
Physical Geography

The core element is the water and carbon cycles that that are major elements in the natural Environment
and a systems approach of these fundamental dynamic and cyclical relationships will get students to
contemplate the magnitude and significance of these cycles.

The option topics will include Coastal Systems and their landscapes and Hazards covering volcanic,
earthquakes and storm hazards. This helps us draw on a lot of the excellent resources and fieldwork from
our legacy specification where we are very confident in the content and case studies we can use. However
it also involves new and exciting ways to see the linkages and appreciate how it all fits in to the huge
global cycles that link all aspects of the Physical environment.
The assessment is a written examination with a variety of styles of written question including the
extended prose of essays. This amounts to 40% of the A Level and will reflect communication skills in the
structure and content of essay style answers.
Human Geography

The core element is global systems and governance so focuses on globalisation and the economic, social
and political changes associated with driving forces like technology. We aim to introduce this in Upper
Sixth and it is an essential background for any pupil who is to take their place as a global citizen. To
understand their unequal world and the influence of geopolitics and trade, the control of the TNCs and
the attempts at global governance with a particular look at Antarctica tackles many very contemporary
issues.

Another compulsory and new approach to study in the Lower Sixth is called ‘Changing Places’ and pupils
will have a chance to investigate two contrasting places in detail, one will be local, such as our own city
centre in Manchester whilst the other will be contrasting, for example a rural area or coastal area. It will
offer particular opportunities for investigative skills in the field and detailed research to understand the
nature of places. The place has to be somewhere you can walk round in 2 hours. It will help pupils really
understand the sense of place, identifying the layers that make it what it is today but show how dynamic
places are demographically, culturally and economically in today’s world. Statistics, maps, geo-located
data, photographs, media representations and even interviewing people from the areas chosen.
We are organising Place Geography to link with the independent investigation which students are all
required to complete. They need an individual title but we are aiming to focus on a common theme of
regeneration in Manchester. This will be in the Upper Sixth and represents 20% of their A Level.

The option topic we have chosen is Population and the Environment. This will look at patterns of
food production and consumption and global patterns of health and well being including a study of
biologically transmitted diseases and a non communicable disease. Population change will pick up on
themes from GCSE but developing the concept of over population and under population. This will finish
with a look at the future for population using specific case studies.

The Human assessment will be a written paper with opportunities for essay writing that amounts to 40%
of the A Level.

This specification is designed to be taken over two years and is a linear course with examinations at
the end and 20% fieldwork enquiry completed over part of the two years. This fieldwork is more of an
independent study although you will have a teacher mentor who will guide you and initially visit the site
with you to be able to offer advice and support.

“Geographers have a holistic viewpoint balancing
environmental, social and economic understanding;
a fascination for natural processes and the way people
interact with them.”
Environmental monitoring consultant
“Geography makes a world of difference.”

WITHINGTON GIRLS’ SCHOOL
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GERMAN

AQA 7762

A LEVEL GERMAN

German is the Modern Foreign Language where the apparently opposing themes of creativity, poetry,
literature, history and science and logic converge. From their studies in German at GCSE, girls will already
be accustomed to the academic rigour and attention to detail demanded by this subject, but this is
combined with opportunities to develop greater cultural knowledge by participating in the Study Trip to a
German-speaking country. The logical grammatical structure of the language, coupled with its extremely
reliable rules in terms of spelling and pronunciation, mean that girls who have enjoyed success in German
at GCSE continue to do so at A Level and the subject links very well with the intentions of Withington’s
founders that our girls should have full access to the study of Mathematics and Science and those
subjects which demand a similar skills set.
In the longer term, pupils who opt for the study of German at this level have the chance to access
opportunities for sponsorship during their university degree courses, since many of the scientific
disciplines favoured by Withington girls, such as pharmacy and engineering, lend themselves to mutually
beneficial links with large German companies in these fields. However the most compelling arguments in
favour of choosing to study German come from our pupils themselves. Here are the thoughts of some of
our Sixth Form students on why they chose to pursue their studies in this language:
• the UK is Germany’s largest trading partner and Germany has the strongest economy in Europe,
therefore there are very good career opportunities
• German is the most widely spoken language in Europe so it’s very useful

• a knowledge of German opens up many job opportunities in fields such as business, physics,
pharmaceuticals and banking

• German goes very well with a large range of subjects such as Sciences, Maths and Economics
• learning German has given me skills which will always be useful

• I enjoy the feeling I get from being able to understand a different language.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

Candidates will study the following topics in relation to German-speaking countries during the course:
Subject Content

Students will study the following themes and sub-themes in relation to at least one German speaking
country. The themes and sub-themes will be studied using a range of sources, including material from
online media.
• A spects of German-speaking society
- The changing state of the family - The digital world - Youth culture: fashion, music & TV
• Artistic Culture
- Festivals & traditions - Art & architecture - Cultural life in Berlin, past & present
• Multiculturalism in German-speaking society
- Immigration - Integration - Racism

• A spects of political life
- Germany & the EU - Politics & youth - German reunification & its consequences

Candidates at Withington will also study the film „Das Leben der Anderen“ („The Lives of Others“) and
read the play „Der Besuch der alten Dame“ by Friedrich Dürrenmatt during the A Level course.
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GERMAN

AQA 7762

EXAMINATIONS

This is a linear course, and all examinations will take place in the Summer Term of the Upper Sixth year.
Candidates will take 3 examinations as follows:
Paper 1: Listening, Reading & Writing – 50%

This examination lasts 2 hours 30 minutes and will test candidates’ skills in listening & reading
comprehension, as well as their ability to translate from German into English and from English into
German.
Paper 2: Writing – 20%

This examination lasts 2 hours and will test candidates’ skills in essay writing. Candidates will be
required to produce a critical, analytical essay in German on each of the cultural works which they have
studied during the course.
Paper 3: Speaking – 30%

This examination lasts 21 – 23 minutes, including preparation time. Candidates are required to engage in
a discussion with the examiner based on a stimulus card, and then to present and discuss the findings of
their independent research into a topic which they have chosen themselves.
As is the case with the study of other Modern Foreign Languages, German is a challenging subject at this
level. However it has consistently proved to be a facilitating subject in terms of university applications,
as well as one from which our candidates derive real enjoyment.

“This country’s most precious asset (are) the enlightened
young, who... see Europe as their natural home,
Germany as their natural partner, and shared
language as their natural bond”
John le Carré in The Guardian
“Doing German at A Level was by far
the best decision I have ever made”

WITHINGTON GIRLS’ SCHOOL

WGS Year 13 Pupil

WHERE GIRLS SHINE

HISTORY

AQA HISTORY: BREADTH STUDY 1H
DEPTH STUDY 2E

WHY STUDY HISTORY?

History provides a fascinating opportunity to explore how and why the world and its peoples came to be
as they are today. It provides an insight into the minds and motivations of individuals and groups in the
past and encourages us to view pivotal moments through the eyes of others. As the British writer L. P.
Hartley once remarked,

“The past is a foreign country; they do things differently there.”
Recognising what we share with people in the past, whilst simultaneously exploring how profoundly
their lives differed from our own, makes history wonderfully intriguing; people lie at the very heart
of the subject.

WHAT HAS IT GOT TO OFFER?

History teaches us to analyse the past, both in its broader context and through the huge range of sources
we have available to us. It requires extensive reading and therefore develops skills in independent
research and synthesis. It is also a subject from which you can learn the craft of fine writing, and where
you can hone your communication and debating skills in seminars and small-group discussions.
The many skills history develops can prepare students for an almost endless array of career
opportunities as diverse as law, business, journalism, public service, even medicine. History gives us the
tools for analysing and explaining problems in the past and for working out ways to solve them in the
present and in the future.

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY?

From September 2019 the department has followed the AQA specification. It consists of three mandatory
components, two of which are externally assessed. One component is internally assessed and externally
moderated.

Component 1: B
 readth Study - Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855–1964

This involves looking at change and continuity over a period of approximately 100
years within the context of one country.

Part one: A
 utocracy, Reform and Revolution: Russia, 1855–1917
Trying to preserve autocracy, 1855–1894

This examines the state of Russia in 1855 as the Crimean War came to an end, the nature of political
authority and the attempts at reform made by the three final Romanov Tsars – Alexander II, Alexander III
and Nicholas II.
The collapse of autocracy, 1894–1917

This covers the reign of the ill-fated Nicholas II, political, economic and social developments to 1914, the
growth of opposition, the effects of World War I and the collapse of autocracy, the Bolshevik takeover
and the establishment of Bolshevik government by December 1917.
Part two: the Soviet Union, 1917–1964

The emergence of Communist dictatorship, 1917–1941

This part of the course looks at Lenin’s Russia and Stalin’s rise. It focuses on the consolidation of
Bolshevik authority and the development of the Stalinist dictatorship. Economic and social development
are studied alongside the effect of Leninist and Stalinist rule and opposition.
The Stalinist dictatorship and reaction, 1941–1964

This final section of the course looks at the political, economic and social impact of World War II. High
Stalinism, the revival of terror, the destruction of ‘supposed’ opposition and cult of personality are all
studied, as well as the power vacuum on Stalin’s death. It then considers Khrushchev’s rise to power and
de-Stalinisation, as well as economic and social developments to 1964.
Assessment: 2 hour 30 minute written examination which constitutes 40% of the A Level
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HISTORY

AQA HISTORY: BREADTH STUDY 1H
DEPTH STUDY 2E

Component 2: Depth Study - The English Revolution 1625-1660

This involves examining a specific development or issue of importance in detail,
typically over a period of about 40 years

Part one: T he origins of the English Civil War, 1625–1642

The emergence of conflict and the end of consensus, 1625–1629

The course begins with the legacy of James I, considering religious issues, relations between Crown and
Parliament and relations with foreign powers. It then looks at the character and aims of Charles I, his
ideas about royal authority, his wife and courtiers and the reaction to his policies.
An experiment in Absolutism, 1629–1640

The course moves on to look at Charles I’s Personal Rule, with a particular focus on Archbishop Laud
and Arminianism in England and Scotland, the growth of opposition from Puritans, policies in Ireland,
demands for the recall of Parliament, the growth of radicalism and the approach of war.
The crisis of Parliament and the outbreak of the First Civil War, 1640–1642

This section of the course considers the recall of Parliament in 1640, the role of Pym in the development
of parliamentary radicalism, the reasons for the ongoing conflict between Crown and Parliament and the
slide into civil war.
Part two: R
 adicalism, Republic and Restoration, 1642–1660
War and radicalism, 1642–1646

The second part of the course opens with the First Civil War and considers the strengths and weaknesses
of the political and military leadership of the Royalist and Parliamentary causes. It looks at the creation
of the New Model Army, the end of the First Civil War and the capture of Charles I.
The disintegration of the Political Nation, 1646–1649

This section considers the failure to reach a settlement and looks in greater depth at political and
religious radicalism and the attitude and actions of Charles I. It considers the Second Civil War and the
trial and execution of the King.
Experiments in government and society, 1648–1660

The end of the course looks at the Third Civil War and the attempted Royalist revival, the defeat and
exile of Prince Charles, and the failure to achieve a ‘Godly Society’. It considers the experiment in radical
republicanism and the role of Oliver Cromwell. It ends with the problem of the succession to Cromwell
and the restoration of monarchy in 1660

China 2018

Assessment: 2 hour 30 minute written examination which constitutes 40% of the A Level

Component 3: H
 istorical Investigation

Students must carry out a historical enquiry, based on an independently researched topic. The area
being studied, and the question which stems from it, must place the topic in the context of approximately
100 years of history. It must not duplicate content studied in Components 1 and 2.
Assessment: An internally marked and externally moderated essay which constitutes 20% of the A Level

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR HISTORY A LEVEL?

It is not necessary to have studied History at GCSE but the skills developed at this time will prove
useful when tackling the course. It is more important to have a genuine interest in the subject and an
intellectual curiosity about the past. A willingness to read is also essential at A Level.

USA 2018

The Department encourages all students to engage with History beyond the classroom. Our Sixth Form
historians run the Senior History Society, in conjunction with the Senior Politics Society, and organise
discussions, debates and talks from external speakers on a variety of topics. We encourage all of our
historians to participate in the essay writing and debating competitions offered by the Historical
Association and leading universities. We also offer a number of trips; London, Paris, Russia, America
and China have all been visited in the past and in the Summer Term 2019 we visited the First World War
battlefields of Belgium and France.

WWI Battlefields 2019
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MATHEMATICS

EDEXCEL LEVEL 3 ADVANCED GCE IN MATHEMATICS (9MA0)
EDEXCEL LEVEL 3 ADVANCED GCE IN FURTHER MATHEMATICS (9FM0)

WHY MATHEMATICS?

A Level Mathematics is an interesting and challenging course which extends the methods
learned at GCSE, as well as introducing new areas of study, such as mechanics.
A Level Mathematics is highly regarded by higher education institutes and employers
for the following reasons:
• It develops logical thinking and the ability to analyse situations;
• Problem solving helps to develop resilience and the ability to think creatively and strategically;
• Writing structured solutions, proofs, and justifications of results helps you to formulate and express
reasoned arguments;
• Overall the subject promotes excellent numeracy skills and is perceived as relatively serious.
The mathematical skills you learn in A Level Mathematics are of great assistance in other A Level subjects
which contain mathematical elements, such as Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Computing, Geography,
Psychology and Economics. Students who study some essay-based A Levels often appreciate the
diversity that Mathematics can bring to their academic work.
There are clearly many great reasons to study Mathematics, however the most fundamental reason
should be because you enjoy the subject and find it interesting. If you study a subject that you enjoy,
then you are more likely to achieve your potential.

Example of coordinate geometry in C1

THE COURSE

The subject content for A Level Mathematics is set out by the Department for Education and is common
across all exam boards.
The course is linear, which means that students sit all their exams at the end of Year 13.
The course is split into three disciplines:
Pure (66% of the course)

• Proof
• Algebra and functions
• Coordinate geometry
• Sequences and series
• Trigonometry
• Exponentials and logarithms
• Differentiation
• Integration
• Numerical methods

Mechanics (17% of the course)
• Vectors
• Quantities and units in
mechanics
• Kinematics
• Forces and Newton’s laws
• Moments

Statistics (17% of the course)

• Data presentation and
interpretation
• Probability
• Statistical distributions
• Statistical hypothesis testing

In Year 12 the basics for each discipline is taught - which is then extended and enriched in Year 13 to cover
the full A Level content.

OVERARCHING THEMES

Throughout the course students must demonstrate three overarching abilities:
• Mathematical argument, language and proof
• Mathematical problem solving
• Mathematical modelling

Example: Normal distribution

Students must be able to demonstrate their understanding of the above themes and apply them across
the whole of the detailed pure, mechanical and statistical content.

ASSESSMENT

The Edexcel A Level (9MA0) is assessed through three equally weighted papers each lasting 2 hours
• Paper 1 - Pure (33%)

• Paper 2 - Pure (33%)

• Paper 3 - Mechanics (17%) and Statistics (17%)

EXTRA-CURRICULAR AND ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES

All students will be given the opportunity to enter the Senior Mathematics Challenge run by the
University of Leeds.

The school runs extra-curricular Maths Workshops and girls undertaking Mathematics at A Level are
encouraged to help and pass on their understanding and love of the subject by either mentoring younger
pupils on a weekly basis or helping at one of the workshops.

WITHINGTON GIRLS’ SCHOOL
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MATHEMATICS & FURTHER MATHEMATICS
WHAT IS MATHEMATICS & FURTHER MATHEMATICS?

This course results in two A Levels in Mathematics. Pupils studying Mathematics and Further
Mathematics study A Level Mathematics in Year 12 and A Level Further Mathematics in Year 13. However,
they sit the examinations for both qualifications at the end of Year 13.

WHY CHOOSE MATHEMATICS & FURTHER MATHEMATICS?

Students who opt for Mathematics and Further Mathematics do so for the following reasons:
• They absolutely love Mathematics, finding it enjoyable, rewarding and stimulating

• It provides a challenge and a chance to explore new and/or more sophisticated mathematical concepts
• It enables students to distinguish themselves as able mathematicians and students with a vigorous
academic approach in their applications for university and future employment

• They are interested in studying Mathematics, Physics, Engineering or Natural Sciences at university.
Even some Economics degree courses prefer students who have studied Further Mathematics A level.

Polar coordinates

• It makes the transition from Sixth Form to university courses which are mathematically rich that
much easier.

Course Contents for Further Mathematics
Pure (50% of the course)
• Proof
• Complex numbers
• Matrices
• Further algebra and functions
• Further Calculus
• Further vectors
• Polar coordinates
• Hyperbolic functions
• Differential equations
• Trigonometry
• Numerical methods

Mechanics (25% of the course)
• Momentum and impulse
• Work, energy and power
• Elastic strings and springs
and elastic energy
• Elastic collisions
in one dimension
• Elastic collisions
in two dimensions

Statistics (25% of the course)
• Discrete probability
distributions
• Poisson distribution
• Geometric and negative
binomial distributions
• Hypothesis testing
• Central limit theorem
• Chi tests for association
• Probability density functions
• Quality of tests Type I and Type II errors

Elastic Potential Energy

OVERARCHING THEMES

Throughout the course students must demonstrate three overarching themes.
• Mathematical argument, language and proof
• Mathematical problem solving
• Mathematical modelling

Students must be able to demonstrate their understanding of the above themes and apply them across
the whole of the detailed pure, mechanical and statistical content

ASSESSMENT

The Edexcel A Level (9FM0) is assessed through four equally weighted papers each lasting 1½ hours

Coefficient of restitution

• Paper 1 - Core Pure 1 (25%)

• Paper 2 - Core Pure 2 (25%)

• Paper 3 - Further Statistics 1 (25%)
• Paper 4 - Further Mechanics (25%)

EXTRA-CURRICULAR AND ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES

All students will be given the opportunity to enter the UKMT Senior Mathematics Challenge and MOG
(Mathematical Olympiad for Girls). Four girls (two from Y12 and two from Y13) are selected to represent
Withington in the UKMT Senior Team Challenge at the University of Manchester and four girls from Y12
represent the school in the Withington Tournament.

The school runs extra-curricular Maths Workshops and girls undertaking Mathematics and Further
Mathematics at A Level are encouraged to help and pass on their understanding and love of the subject
by either mentoring younger pupils on a weekly basis or helping at one of the workshops.
Students are also able to study for Cambridge STEP examination and other entrance examinations
if desired.
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MUSIC

AQA 7272

WHY CHOOSE MUSIC?

The AQA specification in Music offers a rewarding course which encourages pupils to broaden their
musical experience, develop their own creativity through composition and promote personal and social
development through rehearsal and performance. The course also enables pupils to explore and develop
their own personal interests in music.
This course helps students to develop aural, theoretical and analytical skills and enables them to
explore a significant set work and an area of study selected to suit their preferences. They will study
compositional techniques, create music which draws on their own experience and enthusiasm or arrange
a given piece of music. In their performances, students will present solo and ensemble pieces and will
work with music technology.
A Level Music builds on the knowledge and skills gained from GCSE Music as well as musical experience
gained outside the classroom.

In short, A Level Music offers the girls a chance to develop their academic, creative and performance skills.
– essential skills for life!

COURSE CONTENT

The A Level specification - Two years - 3 units

COMPONENT 1 – Appraising Music (2 hours 30 minutes, written examination)

The areas of study, provide an appropriate focus for students to appraise music and develop and
demonstrate an in-depth knowledge and understanding of musical elements, musical contexts and
musical language. The areas of study can also provide a rich source of material for students to work with
when developing their performance and composition skills.
There are seven areas of study, as follows:

1. W
 estern classical tradition 1650-1910 (compulsory) (The three strands include Baroque - solo
concerto; Classical – operas of Mozart; Romantic – piano music of Chopin, Brahms and Grieg)
2. Pop music

3. Music for media

4. Music for theatre
5. Jazz

6. Contemporary traditional music
7. Art music since 1910

Students must study area of study 1: Western classical tradition 1650-1910 and choose two from Areas of
study 2-7
COMPONENT 2 – Performance

Students must be able to perform music, either instrumentally or vocally, as a soloist and/or as part of
an ensemble.
Students perform for a minimum of ten minutes and a maximum of 12 minutes in total.
The performance types are defined as follows:

Solo performance – a single unaccompanied part where it is the intention of the composer that the part
be unaccompanied OR a part that is accompanied by piano, guitar (or similar), backing track or a small
group of performers.
Ensemble Performance – music performed by the student in conjunction with at least two other
musicians (one of which being the student assessed), in which each player or singer has a unique and
significant part (ie. which is not doubled).
COMPONENT 3 - Composition

Students must learn how to develop musical ideas and compose music that is musically convincing
through two compositions. One must be in response to an externally set brief (Composition 1) and the
other is a free composition. The combined duration of the compositions must be a minimum of four and
half minutes, and a maximum of six minutes.
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MUSIC

AQA 7272

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

The Music Department at Withington Girls’ School aims to cultivate a lively, active and happy atmosphere
involving as many pupils as possible whatever their standard or previous experience. To achieve this,
we aim to provide a wide range of activities in the Music Department to reflect pupils’ different tastes
and standards. We believe that extra-curricular music plays a vital role in our pupils’ education and
development.
The extra-curricular programme offers an excellent platform for musically gifted pupils to continue their
development and strive for higher standards of achievement in performance and composition. Pupils
of every standard have the opportunity to develop their skills in team work, widen their repertoire and
enhance their general musicianship whilst becoming more confident performers both in and outside
school. Last but not least, school rehearsals should be enjoyable and sociable events where everyone is
there for one reason – to make good music.

Pupils are also encouraged to broaden their musical horizons outside of Withington and many girls
have participated in the Hallé Youth Orchestra, Hallé Choirs and the Eton Choral Course. Girls who have
chosen to study Music in Higher Education have been successful in gaining places at various prestigious
Universities which have included Oxford, Cambridge (with choral scholarships) and King's College London.
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PHYSICS

AQA 7408

Physics is an enjoyable A Level course for anyone with a sense of curiosity about the world. The AQA
Physics specification is followed and aims to:

• develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they relate to
each other
• develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific
methods
• develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem solving skills
• develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further
study and careers associated with the subject

• understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the
success of the economy and society.
Most of the course content will be familiar from GCSE, though topics will be covered in more depth and
mathematical detail. The exception is the section on particles and quantum phenomena, which is an
introduction to some exciting new ideas.

The lessons are a mixture of theory, problem solving and calculations, individual and group practical
work. Practical skills are taught in lessons and then tested in a written format similar to that at GCSE. ICT
is used extensively in Physics lessons for datalogging, simulations and graphing and analysing results
using spreadsheets as well as for research and presentations.
It does not matter whether pupils took Separate Sciences or Trilogy at GCSE level and although many A
Level Physicists do also study Mathematics, this is helpful, but not essential, for an understanding of
the Physics course. However, candidates do need to be numerate and able to apply mathematical skills
confidently to problems and calculations.

LOWER SIXTH COURSE CONTENT
• Measurements and their errors
• Waves

• Electricity

UPPER SIXTH COURSE CONTENT

• Particles and radiation

• Mechanics and materials

• Measurements and their errors

• Particles and radiation

• Electricity

• Further mechanics and thermal physics

• Waves

• Fields and their consequences

The option choices are:
• Astrophysics

• Engineering physics
• Electronics

• Mechanics and materials
• Nuclear physics

• Medical physics

• It is most likely that we will study Turning points

The A Level examinations are 3 papers of 2 hours each and include multiple-choice questions
and structured questions.

Practical skills are assessed continually throughout the course and lead to a Pass in the Practical
Endorsement.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

There are many extra-curricular opportunities for A Level Physicists. Anyone thinking of Engineering as a
degree subject should talk to Mrs Cotton (Head of DT) about the possibility of applying for an Arkwright
Scholarship. A Level Physicists can attend days of lectures and practical activity on Physics and Particle
Physics at Manchester University or Daresbury, Cheshire and an evening of Medical Physics at The Christie.
Girls are regularly offered other activities and competitions including CREST Awards and the Physics
Olympics at Liverpool University. Lower Sixth girls may wish to assist in the organising of a Physics
Olympics Day. Keen and able physicists will also have the chance to enter the AS Physics Challenge (in
which we have won one of the top prizes) and the Physics Olympiad. A Level Physics students are able
to join the IOP, and the North West Branch hold a series of lectures over the year which are open to all.
We run a biennial trip to CERN at Geneva. Some years we are able to enter a team in the Engineering
Education Scheme (EES) where budding engineers have a chance to work with an external company on a
real life engineering project lasting sixth months leading to a Gold Crest Award.
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AQA 7182

The course involves the study of psychological research and scientific methodology enabling pupils to
gain a broad skill set that prepares them for higher education and a wide range of potential careers.
Psychology is a science and uses a scientific approach to understanding behaviour, but is also an essay
based subject that requires the student to be able to construct a coherent argument and develop highorder evaluative skills.

PRIOR LEARNING

No prior knowledge of Psychology is necessary. Psychology is compatible with a wide range of subjects,
both arts and science based.
The specification is designed to be interesting and engaging. It provides a contemporary, flexible and
accessible course that provides teachers with options to best match their students’ interests.

YEAR ONE

Pupils will develop a broad knowledge and understanding of key aspects of the core areas of Psychology
– Social, Cognitive, Developmental, Biological and Individual Differences.

YEAR TWO

In year two, the specification offers a range of topics chosen for their relevance, accessibility and
popularity. These options bring together explanations from different psychological approaches and
students address issues and debates in contemporary Psychology.

A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY SPECIFICATION

This qualification is linear, which means that students will sit all the A Level exams at the end of their two
year A Level course and it is a stand alone qualification
Compulsory content

• Social influence • Memory • Attachment • Psychopathology • Approaches in Psychology
• Biopsychology • Research methods • Issues and debates in Psychology
Optional content
Option 1

• Relationships • Gender • Cognition and development
Option 2

• Schizophrenia • Eating behaviour • Stress
Option 3

• Aggression • Forensic psychology • Addiction

ASSESSMENTS

Paper 1:

Topics in Psychology - 2 hours (96 marks) - compulsory content: Social influence, Memory, Attachment,
Psychopathology.
Paper 2:

Psychology in Context - 2 hours (96 marks) - compulsory content: Approaches in Psychology,
Biopsychology, Research methods
Paper 3:

Issues and Options in Psychology (96 marks) - Issues and debates in Psychology plus optional content:
one from option 1, one from option 2, one from option 3.
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PHILOSOPHY, ETHICS & RELIGION

OCR H573

WHY STUDY PHILOSOPHY, ETHICS & RELIGION?

Studying Philosophy, Ethics and Religion will allow you to consider fundamental questions about
human existence. Through a in depth study of the foundational ideas within philosophy and ethics,
you will sharpen your reasoning skills and your ability to form convincing arguments, as you will be
required to evaluate different points of view. You will enhance your analytical skills and develop a new
way of thinking and asking questions. Research has shown that students who have studied aspects of
philosophy and religion do particularly well in the aptitude tests which form part of the selection process
for many graduate positions. The course will prepare you for the demands of undergraduate study,
developing your ability to think critically and creatively.
We study OCR Religious Studies A-Level (Course Code: H573, Components 01, 02 and 06) and choose
the option of Buddhism for our religion. The assessment is three two-hour examinations, which are all
assessed by essays.

“I chose to study Philosophy because it is both thought provoking and
intellectually stimulating. It allows you to accumulate information from which
you form your own opinions. Most importantly, Philosophy is relevant to our
everyday lives, whether it be the question of morality or the study of medical
ethics. Studying Philosophy at degree level has strengthened my analytical
skills whilst developing my logical thinking process, both of which are
required for my career in Law.” Dalia Firman (2009) Philosophy Graduate, Trainee Solicitor

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY?

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION

In the study of philosophy of religion you will consider: Does God exist? Is it possible to know this?

Ancient philosophical influences: Plato and Aristotle’s ideas about the fundamental nature of the world.
The nature of the soul, mind and body: Are we a body with a separate non-physical soul?

Arguments for the existence of God: Considering the arguments of philosophers for God’s existence and
assessing the success of these arguments as proof of the existence of a divine being.
Religious Experience: Can people have genuine experiences of the divine? If so, what does this prove?
And, if not how else could they be explained?
The Problem of Evil: How can an all-loving God exist and allow evils such as natural disasters and
illnesses to occur?
Ideas about the nature of God and issues of how we can talk meaningfully about God
ETHICS

In the study of ethics you will consider: What do we mean by good and bad? How do we decide what is
right or wrong?
Normative ethical theories: Different approaches to deciding what is right and wrong.

Application of the studied theories to two key issues within society: Euthanasia and Business Ethics
Ethical language and thought: what do we mean by ‘good’?

The conscience: the significance of the idea of the conscience on how we decide how to act and what is
good and bad.
Sexual Ethics

DEVELOPMENTS IN RELIGIOUS THOUGHT: BUDDHISM

Specialist study of one religion to develop knowledge and understanding of contributions to
individuals, communities and societies.

Religious beliefs, values and teachings: including how they vary historically and in the contemporary
world.
Sources of religious wisdom and authority: where do Buddhists look to for guidance?
Practices which shape and express religious identity

Significant social and historical developments in theology and religious thought
Key themes related to the relationship between Buddhism and society.

In all three disciplines you will consider the work of key scholars and evaluate their ideas and how
significant they are to our understanding of the world.
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PHILOSOPHY, ETHICS & RELIGION

OCR H573

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

It is not necessary to have studied RS at GCSE to take the A Level. It is more important to have a genuine
interest in the subject and an intellectual curiosity in the world around you.
Teaching makes use of mobile devices as course material is shared on OneNote Class Notebook with
students.

Students who take this subject will also have the opportunity to run our Philosophical Discussion Group,
called Phil-Socrates.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

AQA 7582

WHY CHOOSE TO STUDY THE NEW A LEVEL PE SPECIFICATION?

• More emphasis on theoretical knowledge than practical performance (70% Theory)

• Excellent cross curricular links with Biology, Maths, Physics, Psychology and many more.

• Allows in-depth study of a range of topics including Physiology, Psychology and History of Sport.

WHY CHOOSE TO STUDY THE NEW A LEVEL PE SPECIFICATION?

• 2 papers each worth 35% of overall A Level grade involving a mixture of multiple choice, short and long
answer questions

PAPER 1 FACTORS AFFECTING PARTICIPATION
105 MARKS - 2 HOURS

PAPER 2 FACTORS AFFECTING PERFORMANCE
105 MARKS - 2 HOURS

ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY

EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY

Musculoskeletal system, Cardiorespiratory
system, Neuromuscular system & Energy Systems

SKILL ACQUISITION

Skill classification, Learning Theories, Feedback
and Guidance

SPORT AND SOCIETY

Globalisation of sport, History of Sport, Social
theories of participation

Diet, Training Methods, Injury and rehabilitation,
Biomechanical principles

SPORTS PSYCHOLOGY

Arousal, anxiety, motivation, aggression, Group
dynamics, social facilitation, self-efficacy,
leadership, and stress management

SPORT AND TECHNOLOGY

Ethical issues, drugs, technological advancements,
sport and law, violence

THE PRACTICAL – WHAT’S INVOLVED?

• 30% of overall A Level grade with total of 90 marks available including practical performance and
written coursework.
Practical element – 45 marks

- Students will be assessed as a performer in one full sided version of the game. Students must show
application of skills effectively into competitive games.
- They will be assessed across three different assessment criteria:
- AO1 – Attacking Skills

- AO2 – Defensive Skills

- AO3 – Tactics and Strategies

Written Coursework – 45 marks

- Students must complete an analysis and evaluation of a performance to identify weaknesses in
performance and use theoretical causes from the specification to evaluate their weaknesses.

For more information regarding the specification and a list of sports available to be assessed in please
use the link below:

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/pe/specifications/AQA-7582-SP-2016.PDF
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POLITICS

EDEXCEL 9PLO

WHY STUDY POLITICS?

Lively, interesting and relevant... it is one of the most interesting and engaging qualifications you can
choose. Covering news and current affairs from the US and UK, it helps you understand how the UK is run
and develops research, written communication and debating skills. The new A Level also explores the
traditional ideologies as well as feminism, and encourages a breadth of knowledge and understanding.
In the Lower Sixth we aim to answer exciting, intriguing and significant political questions in this course
such as How democratic is Britain? How have your rights been eroded? How good a Prime Minister is
Johnson? What does the Labour Party stand for? Why have a snap election in 2017 and one in 2019? What
type of leader will Keir Starmer be? What do the Liberal Democrats stand for? Is this the end of the UKIP?
Now is a very exciting time to be studying Politics; what will the impact of Brexit and Coronavirus be?

In the Upper Sixth we study a range of topics including American Politics and look at an equally exciting
range of issues including Are Hispanics increasingly significant in US Politics? Is Congress important? and
Are Supreme Court judges too powerful? What do the 2018 midterms tell us about American Politics? Why
did Donald Trump win? What issues dominated the 2020 election?. Comparisons are made between US
and UK systems.

A wide range of activities is used to stimulate learning, including group and pair work, individual
research, the use of interactive websites, Internet, current affairs quizzes, lots of debates and discussion.
We have recently acquired flipped learning resource Pre-chewed Politics - this is a useful and valuable
way of accessing information. Students are encouraged to share their ideas and experiences. Materials
used within the lessons include the Internet (for example YouTube resources), newspapers, magazines as
well as other useful sources. Studying Politics means there is a wealth of exciting and easily accessible
material you can find.
Students will develop a good knowledge and understanding of their own political systems alongside
that of another state. They are encouraged to develop their own political ideas and beliefs as well as
to explore those of others. Edexcel’s new GCE in Politics has been designed to encourage an interest
in and enthusiasm for the study of Politics. It will enable students to develop an insight into political
beliefs, central to an understanding of the modern world, and to be informed and articulate citizens. It is
interesting and exciting to study; you are not expected to have any detailed political knowledge – just an
interest in learning!

“Everything is politics.”

Thomas Mann

“Brexit means Brexit.
The public made their verdict.”
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POLITICS

EDEXCEL 9PLO

A Level Course Outline
Overview

Content

Assessment

Component 1
UK Politics

• Political Participation

• 24 + 30 mark questions

Component 2
UK Government

• UK Government

Component 3
Comparative Politics

• US Government and Politics

• Core ideas (Liberalism, Conservatism
and Socialism)

• 2 hour exam

• 33 1/3% of qualification
• 24 + 30 mark questions

• Feminism

• 2 hour exam

• 33 1/3% of qualification
•A
 range of short and long
answer questions
• 2 hour exam

• 33 1/3% of qualification

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

We go to London to visit the Houses of Parliament and the Supreme Court. Outside speakers, including
Professor Tonge from the University of Liverpool, are invited to visit Sixth Form classes. Students are
also invited to meet and question their local MP, as well as the Lord Mayor and members of the House
of Lords, as this helps to bring Politics to life. We have also participated in a project with The Pankhurst
Centre.

Government and Politics is an excellent choice of subject for anyone wishing to follow a career in Law,
Journalism, Teaching, Civil Service, Media and many more areas. It gives girls an excellent understanding
of the world and the political context in which they live. Many girls choose to study Politics at university,
including at Oxbridge.

“We will keep
America Great.”

Donald Trump
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SPANISH

AQA 7692 T

Spanish is spoken by over 400 million people across North, Central and South America, as well as in
Spain. Following Chinese and English, it is the third most widely spoken language in the world. Our aim
in this course is to enable pupils to communicate effectively and accurately in Spanish and to gain a
broader insight into the culture and civilization of Hispanic countries through newspaper and magazine
articles and by studying Spanish and South American literature and film.

The A Level will provide pupils with the foundation in Spanish to either pursue further linguistic and
cultural knowledge at university in the study of Spanish itself or to complement other subjects. The
course provides intellectual stimulation and opportunities to use the language, both imaginatively and
creatively. Lessons are conducted primarily in Spanish and girls will be introduced to a wide variety
of written and spoken Spanish from magazine articles, literary texts, audio recordings, films and
documentaries. The Department subscribes to a number of magazines and newspapers including el País
and Sixth Form students will have at least one lesson per week in the Language Laboratory where they
can listen to and study longer recordings at their own speed and use the Internet for further research. In
addition, pupils attend a weekly speaking class in small groups. Pupils are encouraged to visit a Spanishspeaking country as part of their studies.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE A LEVEL SPANISH COURSE:

This course is linear. This means that candidates sit the following topics and sub-topics at the end of the
A Level course. The A Level qualification is a stand alone qualification.
Subject Content

Students will study the following themes and sub-themes in relation to at least one Spanish-speaking
country. The themes and sub-themes will be studied alongside a comprehensive range of structures and
using a wide range of resources.
Social issues and trends.

Aspects of Hispanic society:

• Modern and traditional values
• Cyberspace

• Equal rights

Multiculturalism in Hispanic society:
• Immigration
• Racism

• Integration

Political and artistic culture.
Students must study the themes and sub-themes below in relation to at least one Spanish-speaking
country.
Artistic culture in the Hispanic world:
• Modern day idols

• Spanish regional identity

• Cultural heritage or the cultural landscape

Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world
• Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens

• Monarchies, republics and dictatorships
• Popular movements
Grammar

A Level students will be expected to have studied the grammatical system and structures of the language
during their course. Knowledge of the grammar and structures for GCSE is assumed.
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SPANISH

AQA 7692 T

The A Level qualification comprises three assessments as follows:
Paper 1: Listening, Reading & Writing

This test lasts 2 hours 30 minutes and will cover the themes studied during the A Level course, as well as
testing grammar. In Listening and Reading, students will respond to spoken and written passages from
a range of contexts and sources, covering different registers and adapted as necessary. Material will
include complex factual and abstract content and questions will target main points, gist and detail. In
Listening, studio recordings will be used and students will have individual control of the recording. This
assessment will also include Translations into English and Spanish; these will be passages of a minimum
of 100 words. This assessment is worth 50% of the total A Level mark.
Paper 2: Writing

This test lasts 2 hours. Students will write 2 essays on the literary texts or film which have been studied
during the A Level Spanish course. This assessment is worth 20% of the total A Level mark.
Paper 3: Speaking

This test lasts 21-23 minutes including 5 minutes of preparation time. Students will discuss one subtheme from one of the themes studied and then present their Individual Research Project to the
examiner. This presentation will be followed by a discussion of the project. This assessment is worth 30%
of the total A Level mark.
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