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In the Autumn term we launched our first oral histories project 
funded by a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The aim of the 
project has been to explore and celebrate our interesting history 
and to consider the development of women’s education from the 
School’s foundation in 1890 through to the present day. 

Initially, all three Year 7 Forms and pupils from the Senior School 
and Sixth Form participated in an archive handling and research 
workshop, held in the Founders’ Room. During these workshops, 
a conservation specialist showed pupils how to handle a variety 
of delicate resources from the School’s Archive. Participants 
learned about the early years of Withington, School during World 
War Two and life during the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s. Following 
these sessions, all Junior School Forms had the opportunity to 
learn about school dinners, sports activities, school uniform and 
different sources of information in specially organised history 
classes. After all the archive workshops were complete, the girls 
learned about the concept of oral history records during their 
History lessons. They thought about the documents that they 
discovered in the handling workshops and decided on topics that 
they would like to find out more about. They then set to work 
developing a set of interview questions. 

During the second phase of the project, pupils from various year 
groups delivered their interview questions to twenty-five willing 
alumnae. After the formal interview questions were complete, 
our current pupils and our Old Girls had a chance to share and 
compare their experiences of life at Withington. We captured 
all of this on camera and the content has been edited into the 
special Withington Now and Then film. The oral history record 
will be kept in our Archive collection for future generations to 
learn from and enjoy. 
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Year 7 pupils trial the 1943 
Entrance Examination paper

Pupils researched many of the items in 
our Archive, including the now digitised 
collection of School Newsletters

Various locations around School including the Founders Room,  
the Junior Hall and the Library were turned into makeshift TV studios

Created  by School Archivist, Miss Hannah Brown, a time-lapse collage artwork is used in the title section of the film


