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“ A friendly, caring environment in which  
each girl can feel confident and flourish”



Withington Girls’ School is a leading independent day school with an 

outstanding record of academic success achieved in a happy, busy, purposeful 

and caring environment. The focus is very much on the individual with the 

school enabling every girl to fulfil her potential, academically, personally and 

socially. Combining a wealth of extracurricular activities with an exceptional 

academic experience, each girl has the opportunity to develop a respect 

for self and others as well as a strong sense of responsibility which extends 

beyond the classroom into the wider world.



Welcome to Withington Girls’ School
Dear Parents and Girls

Thank you for your interest in Withington Girls’ School, one of the country’s leading day schools 
for girls. We hope that this prospectus will give you a helpful introduction to the very special 
qualities that make Withington such an exciting and stimulating place to learn and grow.

Visitors often comment on the special atmosphere they find here at Withington. We are 
extremely proud of our consistently outstanding record in public examinations and university 
places gained but also of the happily informal atmosphere, community spirit and engagement 
with education in its broadest sense which characterise this unique environment. 

True to the vision of our Founders, our girls aim  
high, have boundless opportunities to discover  
their talents and develop a strong sense of  
responsibility. We value individuality,  
celebrate diversity, encourage our girls  
to think for themselves and to understand  
the importance of tolerance and teamwork.  
It is our aim that our girls leave school at  
ease with themselves, socially aware and  
ready to face with confidence the challenges  
of life beyond.

I do hope that you will visit Withington  
and extend a warm invitation to one  
of our Open Days or to make an individual  
appointment to see round the school.

We look forward to welcoming you.

Mrs Sarah Haslam  
Headmistress



“ The quality of the pupils’ achievements  
and learning is exceptional.” Inspection Report 2013



Trailblazers For Women’s Education
Withington Girls’ School was founded in 1890 by a group of eminent and far-sighted 
Manchester families who wanted their daughters to have the same educational opportunities 
as their sons. Trailblazers for women’s education, they sowed the seeds of the unique school 
ethos that so empowers our pupils today. 

As the school has developed over the years it has remained true to these founding principles:

•  The size of the school should allow for the individual  
development of each girl

•  The pleasure of academic work should be its own reward

•  All girls are offered an excellent intellectual training

•  A broad curriculum helps girls to a high standard of achievement

Today:

•  The size of the school allows for breadth of experience in and out of 
the classroom but ensures that all pupils are known personally 

•  The highest standards of teaching and learning in a culture where 
curiosity, high aspirations and pleasure in learning are the norm 
mean that girls make exceptional progress



“ Pupils’ social development is outstanding.” Good Schools Guide



A harmonious and happy community
Confident, happy and self-reflective, pupils at Withington achieve an exceptionally high level 
of personal development.

A highly effective pastoral system means that all girls have two Form Tutors and a Head of 
Year, who oversee their wellbeing, academic and personal development and involvement in 
school life. Older girls willingly mentor younger pupils as Buddies and trained Peer Supporters, 
whilst School Nurses care for health needs. All girls have dedicated lessons in Personal, Social 
and Health Education at all stages and value this thoughtfully planned programme. 

Fully committed to safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of all girls, all teaching staff 
have pastoral roles and outstanding relationships between pupils and staff ensure that all 
girls are known as individuals. Our staff regularly go the extra mile for their pupils.

Withington is a remarkably cohesive community. Our pupils value each other’s individuality 
yet enjoy a strong sense of shared purpose. The school is non-denominational and welcomes 
girls of all faiths and none. Regular assemblies enable the whole community to come 
together, reflect the wealth of girls’ interests and activities, the school’s outward-looking 
ethos and take account of the range of faiths represented in school.

Girls mix with pupils of all ages through the House system, Peer Support and the abundance 
of co-curricular activities, many girls relishing the opportunity to lead initiatives themselves.

Respect for self, respect for others and responsibility are our golden rules and few formal 
rules are necessary. Pupils’ social development is outstanding. 



“ What seems to bring the girls together  
is their genuine pleasure in being there.” Good Schools Guide



The Junior School

A Hive of Activity
Our Junior School is a thriving place of activity which retains its individual character  
whilst benefiting from close links with the Senior School.

Girls in Years 3-6 enjoy the best of both worlds - a wonderful experience in their  
new purpose-built Junior School, taught by Junior School Staff and cared for by  
their own dedicated Form Tutor - and specialist lessons led by Senior School staff  
in Senior School facilities.

The wide range of academic subjects covers all elements of the National Curriculum  
but takes learning well beyond these boundaries, incorporating specialist teaching of Music, 
PE, Languages, Design, ICT and Science.

A dynamic extracurricular programme means that there is something for everyone with a 
great variety of cultural experiences, sport, outdoor education, trips and an exciting range of 
visiting speakers, authors, poets and drama workshops.

All our Junior girls are known as individuals, have a strong sense of community and are 
encouraged to develop into resourceful, independent, creative thinkers.

Junior School girls have space to grow and love their connections with their Sixth Form Peer 
Supporters, another feature of our links across the age range in our ‘school within a school’.

In this lively, creative environment, well structured but warm and friendly, Withington girls 
flourish and grow into balanced, happy, confident young people.



“ Scholarship is celebrated, questions are encouraged 
and pupils are comfortable to ask them.” Inspection Report 2013



The Senior School

The Withington Experience
What makes a Withington girl? It may sound clichéd but this really is a school where girls 
can be themselves. Whether extrovert, reserved, sporty, musical, creative or analytical, the 
culture of respect, genuine interest in each other and desire to see everyone do their best, 
means that at Withington you can excel academically and thrive personally and socially 
within a supportive environment.

Our girls aspire to be the best that they can be and play a full part in their academic learning, 
in co-curricular activities and in the vibrant school community.

The Year 7-11 curriculum is broad-reaching, enriching and challenging, going well beyond the 
National Curriculum and always designed with the best interests of the girls at heart. 

In the first three years of Senior School all girls have experience of modern and classical 
languages, creative, aesthetic and technological subjects, the Humanities, PE, Mathematics, 
English, Biology, Chemistry and Physics. At GCSE and IGCSE, in addition to their chosen 
optional subjects, all girls study English Language and English Literature, Mathematics, 
at least one Modern Foreign Language, ICT and the Sciences. We regularly review our 
curriculum and subjects offered in response to girls’ needs. 

Providing a strong academic base, fostering a love of learning, intellectual curiosity and 
the confidence to embrace independent thinking, we aim to prepare our pupils for lifelong 
learning through the highest quality of teaching and numerous opportunities for leadership, 
innovation, teamwork and community service.

Inspired by our school motto, ‘Ad Lucem’, Towards the Light, our pupils are encouraged to 
extend their aspirations and realise their potential so they can look towards their future with 
confidence and ambition.

“ This school is brilliantly refreshing. 
Refreshingly brilliant too.” Tatler Schools Guide



“ A centre of academic excellence where  
pupils receive an outstanding education.” Good Schools Guide



The Withington Sixth Form

Realise your potential
Our academic results speak for themselves. And our students progress onto the most 
competitive university courses.

A stimulating curriculum, small class sizes, teachers with a passion for their subject and 
pupils’ genuine desire to learn all make for a lively, dynamic classroom environment. Our girls 
are strongly encouraged to extend beyond the examination syllabus and our new Enrichment 
Programme, the result of collaboration between teachers and students, offers an innovative, 
contemporary and bespoke course, tailored to the interests of the individual. And that’s not 
the whole story.

The Withington Sixth Form is an exciting, rewarding place to be. In this transitional phase 
between School and life beyond, our Sixth Form students play a significant role in the life of 
the School, holding positions of responsibility, organizing and leading activities, mentoring 
younger pupils, acting as ambassadors for School and participating fully in the rich co-
curricular programme.

Whether it be in Model United Nations, Debating, Drama, Young Enterprise, Mock Trial, 
Music, Business Competitions, The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, Sport or World 
Challenge, our girls relish the opportunity to play their part and frequently excel, often on a 
national and international level.

All are engaged in voluntary and community work, either close to home or with one of our 
projects abroad. And many of our former pupils offer their help to current students with 
university advice, work experience and career mentoring.

Our Sixth Formers do not wear uniform and enjoy the use of their own spacious, modern 
Common Room, Bistro and designated computer room.

The community spirit is almost tangible and many girls leave School with friendships that 
last a lifetime. The combination of individual support, challenge and breadth of experience 
means that our girls are resilient, outward-looking and resourceful - they can confidently go 
wherever their ambition takes them.



“ Pupils achieve an exceptionally  
high level of personal development.”

 Inspection Report 2013



The co-curricular experience

A wealth of opportunity
Withington girls thrive both inside and outside the classroom and participate enthusiastically 
in the extensive range of clubs, activities and trips on offer. Form Tutors encourage girls to 
take part and annual pupil surveys enable us to keep our programme relevant.

With over 80 extra-curricular activities in school, each term, lunchtimes are filled with 
activities as diverse as debating, yoga, dance, zumba, robotics, app club, chess, art, drama, 
and 3D modelling using the School’s 3D printer, whilst late buses enable girls to take part in 
activities after school too when they wish.

Great fun, personal challenge, character building, enhancement of teamwork and leadership 
skills are part and parcel of our co-curricular programme and residential experiences further 
develop the girls’ learning beyond the classroom.  All Year 7 pupils enjoy a residential trip 
during their first term, The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and World Challenge schemes are well 
established with many girls taking part, whilst departmental trips offered include visits to 
France, Germany and Spain with the modern linguists, Greece with the classicists, Italy with 
the musicians, Russia and France with the historians, Iceland with the geographers and ski 
trips with the PE department.

Responsible citizens
We value our strong links with the local community and encourage our girls to be outward-
looking, global citizens.

Girls are encouraged to show initiative, organise and lead activities and contribute to School 
development through School Council and other forums. Sixth Formers volunteer at local 
primary schools, homes for the elderly, hospices and hospitals.  Citizenship runs through all 
aspects of school life and is particularly highlighted in the annual Citizenship Day when all 
pupils make their contribution to a range of activities in the local neighbourhood.

Girls’ environmental work has again achieved the Green Flag eco award, an impressive 
variety of community projects in The Gambia, Uganda and Kenya are well established and 
keenly supported, whilst our pupils raise over £30,000 each year for a wide range of charities, 
many of them chosen by the girls themselves. Withington girls have a strong sense of social 
responsibility and of their potential to make a difference.



Sport at Withington

Striving to be the best
From its very beginnings Withington has always understood the 
importance of physical exercise in the holistic development of 
young people. Our School Founders ensured that there would be 
more sport than was usual in girls’ schools and today, we encourage 
all our girls to enjoy their sport, compete, stay healthy and find a 
physical activity which challenges and engages them.

From competition at School, County and National level to 
recreational sessions and House tournaments, there is something 
for everyone. Girls can choose from a wide variety of extracurricular 
sport, dance and fitness activities, both team and individual.  
Our floodlit astroturf pitches and late buses encourage participation 
after school and expert coaching sessions widen opportunity still 
further, providing enhanced training and inspiration for our athletes.

Art and Design at Withington

Creative talents flourish
Visitors to Withington often comment on the exceptional quality of 
the girls’ art and design work.

Extensive facilities and a wealth of modern resources, including 
studios, workshop, kiln, laser cutter and 3D printer, allow girls 
to extend their creative and technical talents in a range of 
contemporary styles. Portraiture, still-life, architecture and nature 
provide ideas and imagery for pupils working in the studio and 
further afield under the guidance of innovative staff who are also 
practising artists in their own right. The Bain Art Collection, a 
collection of works by professional artists, displayed throughout the 
building alongside work by our own pupils, creates an environment 
where inspiration can flourish.

Our light and airy central Hub provides a professional standard 
gallery space and a regular programme of extension activities, 
workshops, visiting artists and trips complements the imaginative 
curriculum lessons.



Drama at Withington

All the world’s a stage...
Drama at Withington inspires girls to work creatively, developing 
confidence, social awareness and communication skills. Whether 
producing a musical in our purpose-built Arts Centre or an intimate 
two-hander in one of our studios, we hope to speak imaginatively 
and relevantly of ourselves and society to our audiences. In doing so, 
we challenge each other to take risks, think deeply and work with 
ambition and generosity.

Drama is taught at all levels in the curriculum and there is a wide 
selection of co-curricular opportunities to engage girls of all ages 
and abilities, including lunchtime workshops, film club, technical 
theatre training, LAMDA lessons and participation in plays and 
musicals. We frequently run joint projects with The Manchester 
Grammar School, participate in workshops with leading drama 
practitioners and visit theatres across the country.

Music at Withington

Food for the soul...
Music flourishes at Withington with opportunities for music-making 
and performance open to all age groups, abilities and tastes in a 
range of choirs, orchestras, bands and smaller ensembles. Individual 
instrumental lessons are taught by highly qualified and accomplished 
musicians and many of our pupils develop a love and appreciation of 
music that will last a lifetime.

We believe that music plays a vital role in all aspects of our pupils’ 
education and development – building confidence and self-esteem, 
enhancing teamwork, concentration, physical and technical skills. 
Our pupils compose their own music in a range of genres and 
styles, perform for the school and wider community in concerts and 
recitals, have enormous fun doing so and enrich our lives with their 
vast range of musical contributions.



Withington Onwards
We have a strong sense of heritage, our feet firmly in the present and our eyes on the future 
for our pupils.

•  Our girls come from all over Greater Manchester, Cheshire and 
beyond, some travelling up to 20 miles to reach us, making the 
most of our excellent transport services.

•  One in six of our pupils from Years 5-13 is supported  
by our Bursary fund, ranging from 15%-100% of fees,  
depending on family income.

•  Our Development Office keeps former pupils in touch with  
each other and the School, facilitating former and current  
pupils’ networking and careers advice.

•  We have excellent relationships with parents, working closely  
with them at all stages of their daughter’s journey.

We firmly believe that the Founders would be very proud of the School they created  
over 125 years ago.

Our School will continue to evolve as it always has – with the best interests of its  
pupils at heart.

Do come and visit us – you will receive a very warm welcome.

“ As the proud parent of a Withington 2016 leaver I can honestly  
say that my daughter has experienced the most wonderful 7 years. 
WGS provided an incredibly nurturing environment, enabling 
her to thrive academically and develop into a strong minded, 
independent individual, ready to face the exciting challenges of 
University life and beyond.” Parent of Upper Sixth Leaver
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