
Honouring Tradition
Building Bright Futures

wgs.org



“ Progress is not an automatic movement:  
it is the advance, however slow and  
however partial, towards ideals”

Adolphus William Ward, Founder of Withington Girls’ School

A Lasting Legacy

For over 125 years, Withington Girls’ School has educated some of the brightest girls 
in the North of England. The School has a strong tradition of inclusion and equality 
and is one of the country’s leading independent schools, providing an outstanding 
education where every girl is supported to fulfil her potential, academically, personally 
and socially in a happy and caring environment. 

We are still inspired by the vision of our far-sighted Founders today. Their Legacy 
empowers our pupils and we firmly believe that the Founders would be very proud 
of the School they created where high aspirations, pleasure in learning and strong 
community spirit are the norm. Our School will continue to evolve as it always has – 
with the best interests of the pupils at heart.

You too can have a lasting impact and make a very real difference to the lives of 
pupils at Withington Girls’ School. Your legacy gift will resonate for generations and 
ensure that you are part of the School’s future. Thank you for your support.

Sarah Haslam
Headmistress and President of The Emily Simon Society

Mrs Sarah Haslam
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“ The greatest good you can do for  
another is not just sharing your riches, 
but revealing to one their own”  Benjamin Disraeli

The gift of Education

In the nineteenth century, education for girls was sparse, a situation which 
liberal thinkers wanted to change. In October 1889, eminent Manchester figures 
including Henry and Emily Simon (prominent industrialist and philanthropists), CP 
Scott (renowned Editor of the Manchester Guardian) and Dr Adolphus Ward (Vice 
Chancellor of the Manchester University) came together and the plans for Withington 
Girls’ School were laid.

It was the Founders’ belief that girls should be afforded the same educational 
opportunities as boys with a particular emphasis on the joy of learning as its own 
reward. Current pupils celebrate these values to this day through their passionate 
pursuit of knowledge, respect for self and others and a thirst for education in its most 
complete sense.
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Investing in the Future

Leaving a gift in your Will is one of the most personal and significant ways in which 
you can help future generations of Withington pupils. In recent years the School has 
gratefully received bequests of all sizes from former pupils, parents and staff. It is an 
opportunity to give something back and a chance to leave a permanent legacy for 
generations to come; allowing Withington to build on its strengths and to preserve 
the unique environment of which its pupils and Alumnae are so rightly proud.

Your gift will be invested in projects which will enhance School facilities and the 
pupils’ educational opportunities. These include continuing to develop and expand 
the means-tested Bursary Scheme which already supports over one-in-six girls and 
which helps to ensure that Withington retains its unique position as a true centre of 
excellence open to all.

“ Learn from yesterday, live for today, 
hope for tomorrow. The important  
thing is to not stop questioning”Albert Einstein



“ I really encourage you to think about leaving  
a legacy. For me it has provided an opportunity  
to give something back. Please speak to your family 
about it first, life can change and your family are 
your first consideration. But, the women in our 
family have built sufficient wealth through our 
excellent education and careers, which thus enables 
me to leave a legacy for the benefit of others’’

 Phyl (former pupil and parent)

Class of 2016 leaver Brittany is studying Spanish, Portuguese  
and Latin American Studies at the University of Manchester.  
A keen linguist and gifted writer with ambitions to travel the 
world, Brittany already has her sights on further academic study 
before, she hopes, going into teaching as a career.

 The 18-year-old student from Burnage, who benefited from a full 
means-tested bursary, has no doubts that her time at Withington 
provided her with a wealth of opportunities both in and out of the 
classroom that she would never otherwise have had, and she is 
now looking forward with relish to her time at university and to 
her future career.

“ The Withington bursary scheme has not only gifted 
me the best education I could ask for, but also the 
chance to meet friends for life I can call on for 
anything, and the ability to make those who love 
me proud. Please support the Bursary Fund if you 
can; you will be making a huge difference to a 
young person’s chances in life”

Why I’m Supporting WGS with a Legacy Gift

You will be making a huge difference
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The Emily Simon Society

Emily Simon bequeathed the Playing Fields to Withington upon her death in 1920. 
School has established a Society which bears her name to recognise those who have 
chosen to leave a Legacy to support Withington’s future.

The School’s Headmistress, Mrs Sarah Haslam, is President of the Emily Simon  
Society and four previous Headmistresses, Miss Marjorie Hulme (1961 – 1986),  
Mrs Margaret Kenyon (1986 – 2000), Mrs Janet Pickering (2000 – 2010) and  
Mrs Sue Marks (2010-2016) are Patrons.

Leaving a Legacy is a personal decision which will naturally take into consideration 
the needs of family and friends first. However, letting us know about your plans to 
support the School will afford us the opportunity, with your permission, to show our 
appreciation and recognise your gift. As a member of the Emily Simon Society, you 
will be invited to an annual event hosted by the Headmistress to keep you up to date 
with Withington’s developments and plans.

In the back of this booklet you will find further information and a confidential pledge 
form. Please do not hesitate to contact the Development Director, direct telephone 
number 0161 249 3491, if you would like to discuss anything further in confidence.
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“ Intelligence plus character; that is the 
goal of true education” Martin Luther King, Jr

Types of Legacy Gift

There are several ways in which you can remember Withington Girls’ School in your Will:

Residuary Bequest

A residuary bequest is the most common and valuable kind of gift. This is a gift of all 
or part of what remains of your estate once liabilities such as funeral expenses, bills, 
tax and other bequests have been allowed for. It is recommended to specify whether 
you intend to leave a percentage portion or all of your estate to the School.

A Reversionary Bequest

This type of bequest allows you to place your estate in trust so that named 
beneficiaries will be entitled to the income during their lifetime. After the death of 
the named beneficiaries you can provide the whole or a percentage portion of the 
capital in trust to the School.

A Specific or Pecuniary Bequest

This can be the gift of a particular sum of money or valuable assets such as antique 
furniture, paintings, jewellery or shares. The real value of a cash (pecuniary) gift may 
decrease with time due to inflation unless the gift is linked to the Retail Price Index. 
The way to avoid this would be make a Residuary Bequest as detailed above. 

Amending your Will

If you would like to change your Will to include a gift to the Withington Girls’ School 
Trust, you can add a Codicil to your existing Will. A Codicil is a supplement to a Will 
that allows changes and additions to your Will. A sample wording for a Will or Codicil is 
provided on the next page or you can download a form from the WGS website at:

http://www.wgs.org/development/how-to-help/legacies/
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Making a Will

Writing a Will is the only way we can be certain that our wishes will be followed upon 
our death. If you do not make a Will, part or all of your belongings (estate) may go 
to people whom you did not intend to benefit. A legacy gift of any size is welcome 
at Withington and will enable you to make a lasting gift for future generations of 
Withington girls.

Inheritance Tax legislation means that a substantial part of your estate may go to the 
Government upon death. Currently the threshold for Inheritance Tax liability on an 
estate is £325,000 for the 2016-2017 tax year. Leaving a Legacy gift to a charity such 
as the Withington Girls’ School Trust can reduce the amount of Inheritance Tax you 
will pay as your charitable gift will be deducted from your estate before Inheritance 
Tax is calculated.

It is quick and inexpensive to have a Will drafted by a qualified professional.  
It is possible to make your own Will but using a Solicitor will assure that your 
instructions are legally valid and carried out according to your wishes. If you do  
not already have a Solicitor, you can contact the Law Society on 020 7320 5650  
or visit www.lawsociety.org.uk in England and Wales or The Law Society of Scotland 
on 0131 226 7411 who will be able to help you.

Sample wording for use in your Will

You can leave a legacy to the WGS Trust (a charity registered with the Charity 
Commission under number 505207) free of Inheritance Tax.  It is always best to seek 
the advice of your solicitor, but suggested wording for a legacy to the WGS Trust in 
your will or by codicil is:

I give free of inheritance tax (option A) all, or [set out proportion of residue] of the 
residue of my estate (option B) the sum of [complete amount in words] to the WGS 
Trust (registered charity number 505207) of Wellington Road, Fallowfield, Manchester 
M14 6BL for its general purposes and I direct that the receipt of the Headmistress or 
Bursar shall be a sufficient discharge to my executors..

“ Education is not the filling of a pail,  
but the lighting of a fire” W.B. Yeats



The Development Office, Withington Girls’ School,  
Wellington Road, Fallowfield, Manchester M14 6BL
Tel: 0161 249 3494     Email: development@wgs.org
Registered Charity No. 505207

wgs.org
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Confidential Pledge Form

By completing this Pledge Form, you will help Withington plan for the future.  All information contained herein will be 
treated in the strictest confidence.  This is not a legally binding document.

I intend to leave a Legacy to the Withington Girls’ School Trust (registered charity number 505207) for its general purposes.

My Legacy will be in the form of:

 A                 % residue of my estate

 The entire residue of my estate

 The amount of £

 A specific item (e.g. property)

 A gift of shares. (Please detail) 

 Other (Please detail)

Indicative value of Legacy gift 

Title          Forename (s)

Surname

Address: 

 Postcode

Telephone number 

 Email

Signature Date

 I would like to join the Emily Simon Society

  I would like my gift to remain anonymous in any 
appeal literature and on the School website

  I would like to encourage others to support WGS 
and am happy for my gift to be acknowledged in 
appeal literature and on the website

Please return this form at no cost to:    FREEPOST RLYR-BUUH-YZZZ, The Development Director,  
Withington Girls’ School, Wellington Road, Fallowfield, Manchester M14 6BL.


